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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The electronic rollei^door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Electric Operated Rolling Garage Door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you extra 
width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality garage door, 
for lower than UK High Street DlYretailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.roller-shutter-doors.uk.com 
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Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


You have to feel sorry for 
PM, but the end is nigh 


NEVER let it be said that the 
Conservatives are a forgiving bunch. 

If ever there was a political 
movement which knows how to gain 
and cling on to power, then the 
Tories are surely it. And, as a 
consequence, anything which 
threatens their electoral chances 
don’t get much time to make amends. 

Theresa May’s speech on Wednes¬ 
day was a fiasco on a scale which 
even the makers of The Thick of It 
would have deemed too far-fetched. 
Yet, in truth, none of it was of her 
own making. Unless, of course, she 
had taken to fixing the letters to 
the podium back drop 
pre-conference - but one 
assumes she had more 
important things to do. 

Yet a combination of a cold, 
an intruder, and poor 
adhesion, left her looking 
utterly forlorn. Even Jeremy 
Corbyn must have felt just 
a twinge of sympa¬ 
thy, as he wiped the 
tears of laughter 
from his eyes. 


Of course, when we spoke to the 
MPs of Kent, most were too wise to 
start slating their leader for fear of 
kissing goodbye to any future 
PM-appointed position, should she 
manage to stay on. Tom Tugendhat, 
the Tonbridge MP, demonstrated his 
manners by simply hanging up on 
us. And to think he is touted as a 
future leader. 

But while they were all quick to 
deny any movement against Mrs 
May, the obvious fact is they must all 
be pondering just how she can really 
go on from here? A snap election 
disaster, sluggish Brexit negotia¬ 
tions, and a party so divided its 
all looking a bit like the 1990s 
again. 

With politics, once the 
doubt has crept in, it spreads 
like a cancer. Just ask Tony 
Blair. And he was a man who 
led his party to three remark¬ 
able terms in office. 

She’s doomed 
and. let’s be 
honest, everyone 
knows it. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Court Mount Park, Birchington & 
Bluebell Woods, Canterbury... 

A totally new way of life for the over 55’s! 

Exceptionally luxurious homes available now for immediate 
occupation, each with fully integrated kitchens 

Luxurious park homes for sale in a secure, private environment. 
Show home available or order to your own specifications 
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STOP PRESS! 

Ready now at 
Bluebell Woods, 
Canterbury 
the Prestige Sonata n, 
32’ x 20’ - £169,950 

Coming in 
November at 
Court Mount 
the Omar 
bespoke special. 

32’x 20’- £173,000 

Coming in 
November to 
Bluebell Woods 
The Prestige Minuet, 
40’ x 10’ - £92,000 


Parks at: 

The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 


Park Home Living with Saunders Park Homes 


www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 
Tel: 01843 841657 Mob: 07768 872386 
Canterbury Road, Birchington CT7 0BU 


4 Week ending October 8, 2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


















it Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

□ 13 

n Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


Motorcyclist, 49, killed 
in horrific M20 smash 



TRAGIC: The coastbound carriageway was closed for almost eight hours on Friday 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A MOTORCYCLIST from the 
Folkestone area was killed in a 
horror crash on the M20 on Friday 
morning. 

Officers were called to the scene 
of the smash, which involved the 
bike and a lorry, near junction 2 for 
Paddock Wood and Wrotham on 
the coastbound carriageway at 
around 6am. 

Kent Police confirmed later that 
afternoon that the motorcyclist, a 
49-year-old man, had died at the 
scene. 

Police, Kent Fire and Rescue 
Service and the South East Coast 
Ambulance Service all attended 
the incident and the carriageway of 
the M20 motorway was closed 
between junction 1 for the M2 5 at 
Swanley and junction 3 for the 
M26 for almost eight hours. 

The closure sparked traffic chaos 
across the county, with long 
queues and severe delays seen 
throughout the morning rush on 
both sides of the Dartford Crossing 
on the M25. 

There was also another crash 
between Sittingbourne and Gilling¬ 


ham on the London-bound 
carriageway of the M2, which was 
carrying much of the traffic that 
was being diverted away from the 
M20. 

Another incident forcing lane 
closures on the A2 near Gravesend 
further exacerbated the problems 
on the roads. 

Officers are now appealing to 
any witnesses they have not yet 
spoken to regarding the M20 
smash, to contact them. 


Sergeant Hannah Brown said: 
“We would also like to speak to 
anyone who may have seen a black 
motorcycle or a lorry carrying a 
blue trailer in the moments leading 
up to it. 

“If you have any information 
which may assist our enquiries 
please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch.” 

Anyone who saw the crash is 
urged to call the force’s Serious 
collision investigation unit appeal 


line on 01622 798538, quoting 
reference AH/DM/220/17. 

Officers also confirmed that a 
second incident involving two 
further vehicles happened at the 
same location shortly after the 
collision involving the motorcyclist 
and the lorry. 

This involved two vehicles and 
led to three people being taken to 
hospital. 

None of the injuries were life 
threatening. 


Teens charged as police 
probe 'cuckooing' of home 


County council reveals 
£1.7m racked up in 
councillor expenses 


SOME £1.7m of taxpayers’ money 
was spent on allowances and 
expenses for county councillors last 
year, it has emerged. 

The total spend on members’ basic 
wage, plus various costs including 
public transport and a casual user 
allowance, came to £1,744,978 for 
the year between April 2016 and 
March 2017. 

A report issued to Kent County 
Council’s selection and member 
services committee reveals the spend 
is down by more than £22,000 on 
the 2015/16 figures. 

However, despite the number of 
councillors being reduced from 84 to 
81 following a boundary review 
ahead of May’s election, that total is 
expected to rise substantially next 
year after councillors controversially 
voted to increase their basic 
allowance by some 15 per cent 
earlier this summer. 

Opposition members branded the 
hike “disgraceful” and “preposter¬ 
ous” at the time, with Conservative 


councillor Jeremy Kite also express¬ 
ing concerns, leading to him 
abstaining during the vote. 

Defending the hike, council leader 
Paul Carter said members’ pay 
“hadn’t reflected the cost of living 
increases and pay increases that 
everybody else has had, except us”. 

According to last year’s accounts, 
Cllr Carter took home the basic 
allowance of £12,805, plus a 
£42,109 special responsibility 
allowance - more than any other 
member on the council - while also 
racking up some £2,366 in expenses. 

Fellow Tory Roger Gough, who is 
cabinet member for education, 
produced the largest individual 
expenses bill of £4,888 on top of his 
total allowances of £40,176. 

The report also reveals nine 
councillors declared spending on 
taxis, with former deputy leader Alex 
King, who no longer has a seat at 
County Hall, racking up a total spend 
of £3,370.40 - almost double the 
spend of the other eight combined. 


TWO teenagers have been 
charged with drug offences 
following the alleged cuckooing of 
a property in Gravesend. 

Cuckooing is when the home of a 
vulnerable person is taken over as 
a base for people dealing drugs 
who commonly use intimidation, 
bullying and violence to maintain 
control. 

It follows a raid by police on a 


DO YOU remember the Great 
Storm of 1987? Do you have a story 
to tell? 

We are planning a special 
feature to mark the 30th anniver¬ 
sary of the storm which caused 
widespread damage across the 
county and would like to hear from 
anyone who can remember how it 
impacted on their lives. 

Was your house or car dam- 


property in Poplar Avenue on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Three people were arrested and 
a quantity of crack cocaine, heroin 
and drug equipement seied. 

Two teens - aged 18 and 19 - 
were charged and will appear in 
front of Woolwich Crown Court on 
November 2. 

A third man, 19, was released 
pending Farther enquries. 


aged? Did neighbours unite to help 
those in peril? Do you remember 
the scenes of destruction that 
morning? 

If you’d like to be included in the 
article, please email us directly at 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk putting 
the words ‘Great Storm’ in the 
subject line. 

We look forward to hearing from 
you this week. 


We need YOUR help for our 
Great Storm anniversary 
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120 grenades blown up after garden discovery 


A CONTROLLED explosion was carried out on a haul of 
Second World War grenades found in the back garden 
of a house in Sevenoaks on Thursday afternoon. 

Some 120 phosphorous grenades were discovered 
in the garden of the property in Woodside Road. 

Bomb disposal experts and emergency teams 
arrived at the location and neighbours were told to keep 


all windows and doors closed as a precaution while 
plans were put in place for a controlled explosion. 

The Ministry of Defence’s Explosive Ordanance 
Disposal team then dug a trench in a field opposite the 
property and the grenades detonated. 

It, in turn, resulted in what fire crews described as a 
“large but managed” fire. 


HGVs parked illegally to 
be clamped in fresh bid 
to prevent road blocking 


By Tom Pyman 

t) F 


LORRIES parking illegally on key 
roads and sites around Ashford will 
be clamped as part of the first scheme 
of its kind in the UK. 

Kent County Council and Ashford 
Borough Council have joined forces 
as part of the scheme which will op¬ 
erate on the A20 between Charing 
and Ashford, Wotton Road, Elling- 
ham Industrial Estate and the Orbit¬ 
al Park and Ashford Business Park 
in Sevington. 

The project has been developed by 
working with the Department for 
Transport, which has agreed to 
change the current clamping policy 
for HGVs so that a clamp can be fitted 
for first time offences. 

Although a ban on lorry parking 
has been in place at Orbital Park and 
the Ashford Business Park since 2004, 
enforcement was hindered by limited 
access to the registered keeper details 
of some foreign-registered HGVs. 

This effectively meant that Euro- 



TOUGH: Lorries face clampdown 

pean collection agencies had to be 
employed to track down drivers and 
collect the fines. 

Ahead of the launch on October 
30, highways chiefs will advertise 
the scheme in multiple languages, 


while Kent Police will support the 
initiative in its first week. 

Eurotunnel, Dover Docks and all 
nearby truck stops have been briefed 
about the order and its implications. 

It emerged earlier this year that 
there were more than 5,000 cases of 
illegal and anti-social lorry parking 
in Kent in just 18 months. 

KCC’s cabinet member for transport, 
Matthew Balfour, said: “Under this 
new scheme we can clamp lorries that 
are flouting the ban, fine them and 
charge them to remove the clamp.” 

Ashford Borough Council’s portfo¬ 
lio holder for health, parking and 
community safety, Brad Bradford, 
added: “Although there are many 
designated truck stops across the 
county, many areas in Kent - par¬ 
ticularly Ashford - have experienced 
issues with overnight lorry parking 
on side roads and industrial estates. 

“We hope this will benefit and im¬ 
prove the lives of our residents and 
businesses who are affected by lor¬ 
ries parking around our businesses 
parks and on this section of the 
A20.” 



WIN : Kazuo Ishiguro 


Uni alumnus 
wins literature 
Nobel Prize 


FORMER University of Kent student 
Kazuo Ishiguro has been awarded the 
2017 Nobel Prize for Literature. 

The writer of the Remains of the Day 
- which was made into a movie featur¬ 
ing Anthony Hopkins and Emma 
Thompson - was presented with the 
honour with the judges saying he “ in 
novels of great emotional force, has 
uncovered the abyss beneath our 
illusory sense of connection with the 
world”. 

Born in Nagasaki in November 1954, 
he attended the university in Canter¬ 
bury where he graduated in 1978 with a 
bachelor of arts (honours) in English 
and philosophy. 

He then went on to spend a year 
writing before returning to study at the 
University of East Anglia. He became a 
British citizen in 1982. 

The celebrated writer has previously 
received four Man Booker Prize 
nominations, winning in 1989 for the 
Remains of the Day. 

Head of the school of English at the 
University of Kent, Professor Wendy 
Parkins, said: “We are delighted to hear 
the news and the university offers its 
warmest congratulations on his 
success. He is one of those rare writers 
whose work engages both our thoughts 
and emotions in a beguiling way.” 


MP backs bid to limit 
councillors' pay rises 

A PLAN to limit pay rises for Canterbury council¬ 
lors, “to prevent the greed of county council 
leaders seeping down to city level”, has been 
backed by local Labour MP Rosie Duffield. 

Labour members on the city council have 
proposed a motion ahead of a meeting later this 
month, calling on chiefs to ensure any future 
increases are at the same level of the public 
sector pay award, or the rate of inflation - which¬ 
ever is lower. 

It comes after KCC members controversially 
voted to hike their own allowances by some 15 
per cent earlier this summer, in a move branded 
“disgraceful” and “preposterous” by opponents. 

However, Conservative leader of the Canter¬ 
bury City Council, Simon Cook, told us the motion 
was “pointless”. He said: “In my history on the 
council, it moves in line with the staff, and in fact 
when we set the number of councillors, we had a 
recommendation on allowances, it seemed 
excessive, so it’s actually lower.” 


MEP backs call for 
cameras on ferries 

AN MEP has called for the installation of CCTV 
cameras on all passenger ferries, following the 
disappearance on a cross-Channel vessel of a man 
fromWhitstable. 

Richard Fernside was 30 when he failed to arrive in 
Dover after taking a ferry from Calais in May 2013. 

It is feared he fell overboard. 

They have long since campaigned for CCTV on 
passenger decks - something which the ferry firms 
have resisted claiming it would not be possible to 
monitor all cameras in real time. 

But now Ukip MEP for the West Midlands, James 
Carver, has called for their introduction while 
speaking in the European Parliament. 

Mr Carver said: “The lack of CCTV cameras on 
the ferry passenger decks left his family with many 
unanswered questions, not knowing whether Richard 
suffered an accident, took his own life or was even 
possibly pushed over board. His name is added to an 
increasing list of missing ferry and cruise ship 
passengers. I support his family’s campaign.’ ’ 


Ghost hunters cause 
£50k wood damage 

ONE of the most haunted spots in Britain - infamous 
due to screams heard in the night - has been 
vandalised by vandals and ghost hunters. 

Dering Wood, in Pluckley, near Ashford, is a 
popular draw for those seeking out the paranormal, 
but now damage caused to the area has forced the 
Woodland Trust to stump up nearly £50,000 in 
security and clean-up costs. 

And now it is urging those planning a visit later this 
month for Halloween to respect the area. 

Over the last three years, the conservation charity 
has spent just under £41,000 employing a security firm. 

Between 2012 and 2016 the trust has also spent 
£6,070 on regular litter picks, clearing away rubbish 
and cleaning or replacing vandalised signs. 

Site manager Clive Steward said: “Deringhas 
always attracted ghost hunters due to the noises that 
come out of the woods but the screams they hear are 
nothing more than amorous foxes. We want people to 
enjoy the woods, but to consider other users and treat 
the site with the care it deserves.’ ’ 
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You're fired: Lord Sugar boots 
out our contestant in week 1 



BOARDROOM: Danny Grant failed to convince Lord Sugar in The Apprentice 


By Luke May 

luke.may@archant.co.uk 


TV contestant Danny Grant got unceremo¬ 
niously booted out of The Apprentice in its 
first episode this week after Lord Sugar told 
him ‘you’re fired’. 

The 32-year-old, who runs an online cos¬ 
metics firm and plays football for non-league 
Chatham Town, was the first casualty of the 
show which returned to BBC One this week 
and was watched by more than 4.6 million 
people. 

But father-of-one Danny Grant’s hopes of 
winning the £250,000 investment from the 
businessman disappeared after he led the 
men’s team in what Lord Sugar described as 
a “diabolical” first task of making and selling 
burgers in London. 

He told KoS this week: “Before I went in I 
gave myself two rules, don’t hide in the back¬ 
ground, and don’t be team leader on the first 
week, but when the moment came, everyone 
looked to me, so I took the chance.” 

And he was expecting some comments 
from his Chatham team-mates if he made 
the first team this weekend. 

“I know I’m going to get some stick from 
the players at training and if I play at the 
weekend. But I would still do The Apprentice 
again. I wanted to win and think I would 


have won it had I got past the first week.” 

With his brief stint on television now over, 
the Rochester businessman has sights on a 
new business that could help some of those 
most in need. 

He said: “By the end of the year I hope to get 
my first water filtration system ready to sell 
and be installed underneath sinks in homes. 

“If that proves successful I want to start 
making a flat-pack, easy to distribute, filtra¬ 
tion system that can be distributed to Third 
World countries, free of charge. 


“My mum is from Brazil, she came from 
poverty to the UK and worked in the NHS 
for 25 years, now I want to give something 
back.” 

The Apprentice pits 18 contestants 
against one another with each hoping to 
be ultimately declared the winner and win 
the funding from Lord Sugar to create a 
50-50 joint venture. 

Each week they are set a team task, with 
at least one contestant being sent home 
each week for underperforming. 


Tory party prankster 
to perform in county 

SIMON Brodkin, the comedian who sparked a 
security review after handing Theresa May “her 
P45” during her conference speech in Manches¬ 
ter this week will be performing in Margate and 
Canterbury later this year. 

The star, whose best known character is Lee 
Nelson, was led away in handcuffs after interrupt¬ 
ing the PM claiming he’d been told to give her the 
P45 by Boris Johnson. 


Jailed after drugs 
round stuffed in egg 

A MARGATE drug dealer caught with a plastic 
egg full of heroin and cocaine has been jailed. 

Elvis Stirkis, 20, of Norfolk Road pleaded guilty 
to possessing criminal property and two counts of 
possessing a controlled class A drug and was 
sentenced to 31 months in jail at Canterbury 
Crown Court. 


Rogue caller warning 

POLICE are urging residents in Sevenoaks and 
Tonbridge to be alert after reports of rogue 
traders posing as engineers from the water 
board. 

In both cases the homeowner was distracted 
while their homes were searched for valuables. 

Officers say they believe recent incidents in 
Tonbridge and Westerham may be linked. 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


ANNOUNCING 


Steal a work of art 

UP TO 30% OFF 



* 


extra 5% off selected new ranges* 


01622 753073 I clarkesfurnishers.co.uk I Visit us at Sandling Road, Maidstone, ME14 2RF 

*when order placed before 22/10/17 
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Major boost for school bus 
pass holders in east of county 



SCHOOL children in Kent with a 
young person’s travel pass can now 
use it for free bus travel in the 
evenings, weekends and during 
school holidays on Stagecoach 
buses. 

The operator confirmed it was 
extending the use of the pass which 
had been restricted as costs to 
parents soared. 

The pass, which once was free, 
now costs £280 for the year after 
Kent County Council was forced to 
make savings as its budget was 
slashed by Whitehall. 

Another restriction imposed was 
that it was limited for use only for 
one return trip to and from school 
up to 7pm. 

But now Stagecoach is extending 
the power of the KCC-issued pass up 
until August 31, 2018. 


Philip Norwell, Stagecoach South 
East managing director, said “This 
means that students can stay late at 
school, or meet friends in the 
evening or at the weekend. They 
can travel anywhere on our buses 


in east Kent throughout the school 
holidays at no cost to the student 
nor the council - all such travel is 
provided free by Stagecoach. We 
think that this encourages young 
people to use buses.” 


Army hero set to take on 
Everest in charity hike 


A DISABLED war veteran will 
attempt to climb the world’s 
highest mountain next month 
to raise money for the Kent- 
based military and disability 
charity where he works. 

Former Gurkha Anil Gurung 
was posted with the British 
Army in Afghanistan in 2009 
where, just 20 days before the 
end of his tour, he stepped on 
an explosive device, resulting in 
the loss of his right leg below 
the knee. 

The 29-year-old, originally 
from Nepal and now living in 
Maidstone, works in Royal 
British Legion Industries 
(RBLI)’s social enterprise 
Britain’s Bravest Manufactur¬ 
ing Company, based in 
Aylesford - which employs 
more than 120 people many of 
whom are veterans and 60 per 


cent of whom are disabled. 

Now Mr Gurung, who has won 
gold and silver for Great Britain 
in sitting volleyball at the 
Invictus Games, is set to return 
to his native country to take on 
the might of Mount Everest in a 
10-day, 18,000-feet trek. 

He said: “It will be a challenge 
for me physically and mentally. I 
am trying to build my muscles 
back up after taking time out 
after the Invictus Games and 
have been trekking across Kent 
and more recently in Snowdonia 
in Wales. But I need make sure I 
also am in the right state of 
mind. 

“RBLI have been incredibly 
supportive of me since I first 
joined and that hasn’t stopped 
with me taking on this 
challenge - they have been help¬ 
ing me every step of the way.” 


Water works to resume 

THE final stage of a £155,000 project in 
Maidstone’s water network is set to start on 
Monday and last three weeks. 

Work will take place along Week Street, 
which will stay open for pedestrians and 
access to businesses will not be affected say 
South East Water chiefs. 


Geldof fury at leaders 

FAVERSHAM Live Aid hero Sir Bob Geldof 
has delivered searing criticism of a number 
of world leaders, saying he is ' ‘sick of them”. 

He said he “despised” Donald Trump, 
Vladimir Putin and China’s Xi Jinping at the 
opening ceremony of the One Young World 
Summit in Bogota, Colombia. 


Molly fundraising event 

A FAMILY funday will take place at the 
University of Kent’s Medway campus on 
October 22, to raise money in memory of 
Molly McLaren, 23, from Cobham, who was 
killed in a Chatham shopping centre car 
park in June. Funds raised will go to the 
Molly McLaren Foundation. 


Oxfam trip to Greece 

A GRAVESEND grandmother has returned 
from helping refugees and migrants 
camped in Greece. 

Margot Edwards, 83, has spent 24 years 
volunteering at the town’s Oxfam shop, and 
made the vist as part of the charity’s 75th 
anniversary. 



OAKS 


SUTTON VALENCE, KENT 

AN EXCLUSIVE GATED DEVELOPMENT 
OF 5 BEDROOM DETACHED LUXURY HOMES 
BUILT TO THE HIGHEST SPECIFICATION 


PRICES FROM £975,000 


EXCLUSIVE PREVIEW WEEKEND 
OF THE MIRBECK AND THE HOLM 
14TH - 15TH OCTOBER 10AM - 4PM 


TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT CALL 
020 7205 2450 OR EMAIL SALES@NEWCOURT.CO.UK 

www.newcourt.co.uk 

BEAUTIFUL DESIGN, EXCLUSIVE LOCATIONS 


92 ^ 

NEWCOURT 


_London . 

Evening 

Standard 


8 Week ending October 8,2017 


North & West 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
































Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... Kentnews.co.uk... 


ft M h 



GONE: The airline and holiday firm went into adminstration in the early hours of Monday morning 



By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


DOZENS of staff in Bromley are losing 
their jobs after Monarch airline and 
tour group fell into administration. 

The move immediately grounded 
all its air craft leading to flights and 
holidays of 860,000 people being 
cancelled. 

It also triggered the loss of more 
than 1,800 jobs. At its Bromley office 
59 of its 80 employees went home job¬ 
less on Monday. 

Sales, IT and customer services 
workers based at its Wren Court of¬ 
fices were made redundant, while 21 
HR workers were kept on. 

A spokesperson from administra¬ 
tors KPMG said: “We’ve kept the 
whole HR team on to make sure we’re 
able to provide as much assistance to 
other employees as possible and in 
other administrative functions which 
are being kept on to help administra¬ 
tors as we wind down the business.” 

The Civil Aviation Authority and 
the government are working together 
to deliver the programme to repatriat 
the 110,000 stranded holiday-makers. 

Staff wept and embraced following 
a meeting at the airline’s headquar¬ 
ters near Luton Airport on Monday 
morning. 

The number of customers carried 
by the company rose 14 per cent in 


the last year but revenue was down 
£100 million, while adverse move¬ 
ment of the pound against the dollar 
had increased costs including fuel, 
handling charges and lease pay¬ 
ments. 

In a letter to staff explaining why 
management had placed the firm into 
administration, Monarch chief exec¬ 
utive Andrew Swaffield said the “root 


cause” of the airline’s plunging reve¬ 
nues was terror attacks in Egypt and 
Tunisia, as well as the “decimation” 
of the tourism industry in Turkey. 

Administrators are now consider¬ 
ing breaking up the company, which 
was founded in 1967, as no buyer has 
been found to purchase Monarch in 
its entirety. 

The union Unite’s national officer, 


Oliver Richardson, said: “Monarch’s 
workforce has worked tirelessly and 
loyally, with great sacrifice, to try and 
turn the airline around in the last 
year. 

“Their hard work has been undone 
by a government seemingly content 
to sit on its hands and allow one of the 
UK’s oldest airlines go into adminis¬ 
tration.” 


Chair quits 
hospital trust 

AN interim chairman has been 
appointed at the East Kent Hospitals 
University NHS Foundation Trust 
following the departure of yet 
another senior figure. 

Nikki Cole is stepping down as 
chair having been in the role for 
two-and-a-half years - her exit 
coming just weeks after chief 
executive Matthew Kershaw left the 
trust, which manages the hospitals 
in Canterbury, Ashford and Margate 
to take up a position at a think-tank. 

She will be replaced by Dr Peter 
Carter, a former interim chair of the 
Medway trust. 

Leisure cente 
work begins 

CONSTUCTION has started on the 
£26m Dover District Leisure Centre. 

Local dignitaries conducted the 
ground-breaking ceremony at the 
2.1 hectare site in Whitfield. 

If all goes to plan, it should be 
ready to open in early 2019 and 
include an eight-lane swimming 
pool, sports hall, squash courts, gym, 
climbing wall and two 3G football 
pitches, Plus car parking for 250 
vehicles. 
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Westenhanger Auction Galleries 

The Auction House, Station House, 
Stone Street Westenhanger 
Hythe Kent CT21 4HX 

Tel: 01303 813545 or 07779 995 117 
Email: thehogbens@btinternet.com 


OCTOBER 

ART, ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES, PAINTINGS, SILVER & 
GOLD, RUM & PORT 

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE: 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 15™ @ 11AM 

ON VIEW FRIDAY 10-3PM SATURDAY 9.30-5PM 
SUNDAY 9-11AM 
HIGHLIGHTS:300 

Paintings by T S Copper, T Emin, David Woodlock Royal Copenhagen figurines, 
Royal Doulton & Worcester figurines, Caithness paper weights, Military items, 
Tokyo School Ivory, Samplers, Matchbox, Corgi & Dinky Toys, 6 place Silver 
cutlery and frames, Gold, Jewellery, Costume jewellery, Watches barograph & 
Clocks, Louis Vuitton Handbag and 18 ct gold bracelet Collection of Wine, Port 
& Rum, to include Rhum Negrita, a gallon flagon of Navy Rum, Case of Dows 
1963 Vintage Port Live internet bidding 

Entries now being taken for November 12 th auction 


NOW OFFERING LIVE BIDDING IN EVERY AUCTION. 
MAKING SURE YOUR LOTS GO TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDERS 
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(Stephen P. Gay 

Funeral (Service and 
Memorial Masons 

serving the community 
since 1982 


Funerals tailored to suit 
individual requirements 

Memorials made using the very 
best materials available 



[BRAMMl 

Acc rodrted 




Funeral Home 

25 Station Road, Longfield, Kent DA3 7QD 
Tel: 01474 700194 (24hrs) 

65 Darenrh Road, Dartford, Kent DAI 1LU 
Tel: 01322 617499 

www.stephenpgayfunerals.co.uk 


Memorial Showroom 
120 Old Road West 
Gravesend, Kent DA 11 0LR 
Tel: 01474 321003 v 
Stephenpgaymemorialskcnt.co.uk 


I 




We are the only independent funeral 
service in Longfield and Dartford 


"Remembering you on this day, 
comforted iry so many memories’ 
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COUGH: A prankster interrupted the prime minister’s speech to hand her a P45 which, he said, Boris Johnson had asked him to deliver. He was escorted off the premises by police. All pics: PA 

Our MPs remain loyal to PM but 
pressure on her position grows 

After ‘that speech’ Theresa May knows back-benchers are getting nervous about her future as leader 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


C ONSERVATIVE MPs across 
the county have thrown 
their weight behind There¬ 
sa May after the prime 
minister endured a torrid 
week at the party’s conference in 
Manchester. 

Her keynote speech on Wednesday 
was marred by a series of unfortu¬ 
nate events, including a stage invader 
handing her a P45 unemployment 
notice, a cough repeatedly bringing 
her oration to a halt, and letters fall¬ 
ing off the party slogan on the back¬ 
drop behind her. 

And with foreign secretary Boris 
Johnson making headlines in the 
days leading up to the conference, in 
which he set out his own priorities for 
life in Britain after leaving the Euro¬ 
pean Union, it again reignited specu¬ 
lation that her premiership was un¬ 
der threat. 

Reports on Friday suggested former 
Tory chairman Grant Shapps was 
leader of a group of around 30 Tory 
MPs planning to send a delegation to 
Mrs May to tell her she must go. It is 
too few, however, to trigger any form 
of formal leadership challenge. 

Mrs May, meanwhile, insists she 
has the full support of her cabinet and 
is continuing to offer “calm leader¬ 
ship”. 

None of the MPs KoS spoke to fol¬ 
lowing the speech freely admitted 
that they had heard rumblings of un¬ 


rest within in the Tory camp, despite 
suggestions to the contrary, however 
some were certainly more vocal and 
emphatic in their praise of Mrs May 
than others. 

Damian Green has been a long¬ 
time ally to the prime minister and 
was effectively appointed as her 
number two following the snap elec¬ 
tion back in June. 

The Ashford MP told us: “The mood 
is that she bravely battled through 
problems with her throat. 

“We’ve all tried to give speeches 
with a cold before but never under 
that much spotlight so there’s been 
natural human sympathy. 

“But now it’s all over we can con¬ 
centrate on the substance of the 
speech which is more important to 
the future of this country. 

“People are very supportive of her. 

“She is absolutely the best person 
for the job, conference speeches come 
and go but the policies she set out in 
the speech are the right things for the 
country.” 

South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay 
also backed the beleaguered Mrs May, 
telling us: “Everybody is sorry for the 
condition she was in, it was just un¬ 
fortunate it happened when the eyes 
of the world were on her. 

“I’m pretty well-connected in many 
circles but I’m hearing nothing [about 
doubts over her ability as leader]. 

“You’ve only got to look at Jeremy 
Corbyn who suffered a vote of no con¬ 
fidence last year and look where he is 
now - it’s an entirely different land¬ 
scape. 


“People ebb and flow and she will 
flow again, of that there is no doubt. 
She is a fine prime minister with Con¬ 
servative views to her core.” 

Charlie Elphicke of Dover, however, 
was significantly more coy in his ver¬ 
sion of events, when quizzed on the 
prime minister’s future. 

“People were saying they admire 
her resilience and getting through 
the speech even though she had a 
cold,” he said. “We have a prime min¬ 
ister, there is no vacancy.” 

Asked if he was aware of any un¬ 
rest, Mr Elphicke said he wasn’t, but 
when pushed on whether Mrs May 
had his personal backing, he said: “I 
think she will stay prime minister for 
as long as she wants to.” 

The prime minister laughed off most 
of the problems during her speech and 
another of her key allies, business sec¬ 
retary and Tunbridge Wells MP, Greg 
Clark, insisted there was “huge 
warmth” for the prime minister and 
the poise she demonstrated in carry¬ 
ing on with her address. 

“A lot of the people who were there 
in the hall and watching it on TV will 
have admired, frankly, the guts and 
the grace the PM showed,” he said. 

“One of the things that established 
itself very clearly was that the view of 
the party - of both parliamentary col¬ 
leagues and activists - is that they re¬ 
gard, correctly, the responsibility of 
the Conservative Party to be effective 
and cool-headed in government. 

“They have got no patience for dis¬ 
tractions from that.” 

Others took to social media to dem¬ 


onstrate their support for Mrs May, 
with Chatham and Aylesford MP 
Tracey Crouch tweeting: “Just been 
to supermarket. People stopped me to 
say they supported the PM and for me 
to pass on best wishes. Their views 
count most.” 

Tom Tugendhat of Tonbridge and 
Mailing added that the prime minis¬ 
ter was “a natural leader” who 
showed “duty, dignity, persistence 
and vision”. 

Aside from Mrs May, the foreign 
secretary came in for heavy criticism 
during the week, particularly for re¬ 
marks he made about Libyan city 
Sirte, which he claimed could become 
a new tourism hotspot. 

“All they have to do is clear the 
dead bodies away,” Mr Johnson said. 

Faversham and Mid Kent MP Helen 
Whately, who insisted the prime min¬ 
ister has her “absolute” support, told 
us: “The general feeling at the confer¬ 
ence was that it was unhelpful that 
he was getting headlines.” 

Mr Elphicke refused to be drawn on 
whether he was frustrated by Mr 
Johnson’s behaviour, simply telling 
us: “Boris is a great charismatic fig¬ 
ure, he is foreign secretary and we 
need all our best players on the pitch.” 

Mr Mackinlay, who was in hot wa¬ 
ter himself earlier in the week when 
he was branded “misogynistic” for 
encouraging jobless young men to 
come and work on Kent farms with 
“gorgeous EU women”, stood by his 
fellow Brexiteer. 

“He made that comment which 
may have been a bad choice of words, 



KEY: Boris Johnson remains a 
popular, yet divisive, figure 


but I had something similar,” he told 
us. “Some of us have more humour in 
our hearts than others. 

“It’s a pretty sad state of affairs if you 
can’t make those kind of comments 
without being called a misogynist.” 

Asked if he anticipated a leadership 
challenge, Mr Mackinlay replied: “Not 
a chance,” adding, “Boris is massively 
influential, he is popular as a front¬ 
man and long may that continue.” 

Ashford MP Mr Green added: 
“Boris has huge talents and is good to 
have in government but I think on 
the Libya issue, it’s a lesson to us all to 
be sensitive in our use of language. 

“The key thing is that he is signed 
up to collective government policy.” 
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Health of our ambulance service 
still critical, claims latest report 

The South East Coast Ambulance Service has been told it will remain in special measures after the 
latest review of its operation by the Care Quality Commission found it still needed big improvements 



PROBLEMS: Although steps have been taken to improve, the CQC says it needs to see “sustained improvements” 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


K ENT’S troubled ambu¬ 
lance service will remain 
in special measures de¬ 
spite improvements in 
performance, a watchdog 

has said. 

South East Coast Ambulance Serv¬ 
ice (Secamb) has been hit by a series 
of scandals over the last two years, 
with particular concerns raised over 
the treatment of some staff. 

An independent report published in 
August revealed hundreds of staff at 
the trust had experienced bullying 
and harassment. 

The report told stories of staff hav¬ 
ing “only two tea breaks in three 
years”, having instructions “bellowed 
as if they were a sergeant major in the 
army” and of employees being “genu¬ 
inely frightened” about speaking out 
over bullying. 

There was also a consistent view 
that a “boys’ club” culture exists at 
the trust with “questions of sexual 
harassment and sexual grooming oc¬ 
curring in some parts of the Kent 
area”. 

Secamb was placed into special 
measures last September and while 
the Care Quality Commission, which 
recently carried out an inspection, 
recognises some improvements have 
been made, it says further progress is 
needed. 

Inspectors looked at two core serv¬ 
ices; emergency operations centres 
which have been rated ‘requires im¬ 
provement’ and emergency and ur¬ 
gent, including resilience and the 
hazardous area response team care 
which has been rated ‘inadequate’. 

The trust’s overall rating of ‘inade¬ 
quate’ remains unchanged, chief in¬ 
spector of hospitals, Professor Ted 
Baker said. 

The CQC also inspected the NHS 
111 service, provided by the trust, 
which has been rated as ‘good’. 

At the CQC inspection in May 2016, 
it rated emergency and urgent care 
(EUC) as ‘inadequate’ and both the 
emergency operations centre and pa¬ 
tient transport services were rated as 
‘requires improvement’ and a warn¬ 
ing notice detailing the areas where 
the trust needed to make improve¬ 
ments was also issued. 

Inspectors found the trust had 
made some improvements to many of 
the concerns previously mentioned in 
the May 2016 inspection, particularly 
around reporting of incidents, and 
staffing levels during busy periods. 

A new board was tackling the is¬ 
sues, it said, but further progress is 
still needed. 

However, staff were found to be 
consistently compassionate, treating 
patients and callers with kindness 
and respect including those in mental 


health crisis. 

Although some staff did indicate 
improvements in the trust’s culture 
and a reduction in bullying and har¬ 
assment, there still remained con¬ 
cerns about the overall culture with¬ 
in the trust. 

Professor Baker said: “Although we 
have seen some areas of improve¬ 
ment, South East Coast Ambulance 


NHS Foundation Trust has not yet 
made enough progress for me to rec¬ 
ommend that it should leave special 
measures. 

“I am concerned that the previous 
leadership had not fully addressed 
longstanding cultural issues and in 
particular the historical problems of 
bullying and harassment. 

“While the problem is now being 


addressed there is still work to be 
done here and in the management of 
medicines. 

“It is clear there have been deep 
rooted problems and the trust would 
now benefit from a period of stable 
management to address these issues. 

“I am aware that there has been a 
recent appointment of a new chief ex¬ 
ecutive who has considerable experi¬ 


ence within the ambulance service 
and should bring that renewed stabil¬ 
ity. 

“The board have assured us that 
they are focused in supporting the 
chief executive to carry out the im¬ 
provements that are needed. 

“In the circumstances however, I 
have advised NHS Improvement 
[which oversees NHS trusts] that the 
trust should continue to receive the 
additional oversight and support pro¬ 
vided by special measures until such 
time we can report on significant and 
sustained improvement.” 

Responding to the verdict, Secamb 
chief executive Daren Mochrie said: 
“While I am disappointed that not 
enough progress has been made for 
us to improve our overall rating, I am 
confident that progress is being made 
and that this will continue. 

“I believe that the pace of improve¬ 
ment has picked up since the CQC 
visit in May 2017 but I am very aware, 
as is our senior team, that there re¬ 
mains a significant amount of work 
to be done. 

“Our updated improvement plan 
focuses on the areas where we are de¬ 
termined to make major improve¬ 
ments in the months ahead. 

“We are working with our local 
commissioners to ensure that we are 
funded appropriately and have the 
right resources to meet the demand 
we are facing. 

“Right across the trust, staff are 
working flat out to ensure the neces¬ 
sary improvements continue to be 
made and I am pleased that staff told 
inspectors that they feel more positive 
about the organisation and that we 
are heading in the right direction. 

“There are some positives to build 
on. In recent months we have suc¬ 
cessfully delivered a number of key 
projects, including moving to our 
new emergency operations centre 
and HQ at Crawley [in West Sussex] 
and introducing a new computer aid¬ 
ed dispatch system. 

“The success of projects such as 
these will ensure we are providing 
the right foundation for a better serv¬ 
ice in the future.” 

Chair Richard Foster added: “The 
trust board acknowledges that not 
enough progress had been made since 
the last CQC inspection in May 2016. 

“During that time there have been 
a number of changes at executive and 
at board-level and the leadership 
team now in place is committed to de¬ 
livering the vigorous improvement 
programme already under way.” 

Secamb’s woes have been com¬ 
pounded recently after its ambulanc¬ 
es were targeted by crooks. 

A number across the county have 
been hit, with life-saving defibrilla¬ 
tors stolen so they can be sold on the 
black market. 

Police are continuing to investigate 
the crimes. 
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Friends rally as 
former PM's 
reputation is 
dealt blow over 
‘sex assaults’ 

Damaging claims over rape and assault, which 
include a child as young as 10, would have seen 
the Kent-born MP interviewed under caution if 
he was still alive, police confirmed this week 


By Rod Minchin 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


S IR Edward Heath 
would have been in¬ 
terviewed under 
caution to hear his 
account of seven al¬ 
legations of rape and sexual 
assault - including one involv¬ 
ing a 10-year-old boy in Kent 
- a controversial police report 
has said. 

The claims, between 1961 
and 1992, relate to a period 
when the former prime min¬ 
ister was an MP in Bexley . 

Among the allegations is one 
from 1962, not reported until 
August 2015, which is said to 
have occurred in the county. It 
claims that in the company of an 
unknown male, the politician 
allegedly assaulted a 10-year- 
old boy during a chance encoun¬ 
ter in a public place. 

Born in Broadstairs and 
schooled in Ramsgate, the al¬ 
legations have sparked a 
strong response for the former 
PM’s friends who say the alle¬ 
gations do not tally with the 
man they knew. 

On Thursday, a Wiltshire 
Police investigation, called 
Operation Conifer, concluded 
that seven of the claims would 
have been sufficiently credi¬ 
ble to justify questioning Sir 
Edward, who was prime min¬ 
ister between 1970 and 1974, 
under caution. 

A further 35 allegations - 
including the murder of chil¬ 
dren and satanic or ritual 
abuse - did not meet the 
threshold for a formal inter¬ 
view, the officers said. 

The report does not address 
the question of Sir Edward’s 
guilt or innocence because 

North & West 


the remit of the two-year £1.5 
million inquiry was to see 
whether there was enough 
evidence to interview the 
former MP, who died at home 
in Salisbury in July 2005, 
aged 89. 

None of the allegations 
about which Wiltshire Police 
would have questioned Sir Ed¬ 
ward relate to when he was 
prime minister, the force said. 

The Crown Prosecution 
Service has a policy of not mak¬ 
ing a charging decision on a 
suspect who is dead because 
they cannot be prosecuted. 

The allegations Sir Edward 
would have been questioned 
over include rape of a boy 
aged 11, indecent assault of 
the 10-year-old boy, and the 
indecent assault of a 15-year- 
old boy during three “paid 
sexual encounters”, and are 
said to have occurred be¬ 


tween 1961 and 1992 in the 
Met Police, Kent, Sussex, the 
Channel Islands and Wilt¬ 
shire force areas. 

Wiltshire chief constable 
Mike Veale said: “There have 
been many views expressed 
as to whether the police 
should investigate alleged of¬ 
fences committed by a de¬ 
ceased suspect. 

“Notwithstanding the 
guidance, I believe this was 
the right moral, ethical and 
professional thing to do, but I 
appreciate that every case 
needs to be judged on its own 
merits. 

“I am satisfied that there 
were compelling and obvious 
reasons to investigate allega¬ 
tions made about Sir Edward 
Heath. 

“As I have said, Sir Edward 
Heath was an extremely 
prominent, influential and 



CLAIMS: 

Wiltshire chief 
constable 
Mike Veale. 

All pics: PA 
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high-profile person who was argua¬ 
bly one of the most powerful people in 
the world commensurate with the po¬ 
litical office he held. 

“The allegations against him were 
of the utmost seriousness and from a 
significant number of people. 

“I hope people will understand 
that, given these circumstances, it 
would be an indefensible dereliction 
of my public duty as a chief constable 
not to have investigated such serious 
allegations against a former prime 
minister, even though he is de¬ 
ceased.” 

Friends of Sir Edward Heath said 
the findings of the police inquiry had 
left a “cloud of suspicion” hanging 
over the former prime minister and 
called for a judge-led investigation, 
saying: “A man is innocent until 
proven guilty.” 

Former cabinet secretary Lord 
Armstrong of Ilminster and Lord 
Hunt of Wirral said everyone who 
knew Sir Edward were “convinced” 
the allegations of child abuse would 
found to be “groundless”. 

In a joint statement, they said: 
“The Wiltshire Police report is pro¬ 
foundly unsatisfactory because it nei¬ 
ther justifies nor dispels the cloud of 
suspicion. 

“It contains a summary of the in¬ 
vestigation, but draws no conclusion 
as to Sir Edward’s guilt, although 
during the investigation the chief 
constable was heard to express, as he 
certainly should not have done, his 
personal view that Sir Edward Heath 
was probably guilty. 

“As Sir Edward is dead, justice re¬ 
quires that there should be a quasi¬ 
judicial process as a substitute for the 
judicial process. 

“This could be in the form of an in¬ 


dependent review by a retired judge, 
with unrestricted access to all the 
evidence collected by the Wiltshire 
Police. 

“In the meantime, a fundamental, 
time-honoured principle should be 
respected, namely that a man is inno¬ 
cent until he is proven guilty. 

“All those who knew Sir Edward 
Heath or worked with him are, with¬ 
out exception, convinced that the al¬ 


legations of child abuse will all be 
found to be groundless. 

“Everything that is known of his 
character, his habits, his intelligence 
and his principles supports this view. 

“Everyone, alive or dead, should be 
entitled to justice, but this case is 
unique and because the allegations 
involve a former prime minister, this 
has national as well as personal im¬ 
plications. 


“Sir Edward Heath’s reputation 
should not be left in limbo. The allega¬ 
tions made to and the evidence collect¬ 
ed by the police should be independ¬ 
ently reviewed and an independent 
conclusion arrived at. 

“That is the only way in which jus¬ 
tice can be done.” 

Lord Hunt of Wirral is chairman of 
the Sir Edward Heath Charitable 
Foundation and a former cabinet 


minister in the Thatcher govern¬ 
ment, while Lord Armstrong of Ilm¬ 
inster is a former cabinet secretary 
who was principal private secretary 
to Sir Edward while he was prime 
minister. 

Lord Macdonald QC, a former di¬ 
rector of public prosecutions, accused 
police of “covering their backs” at the 

Continued on page 15 


Bloating? 
Constipation? 
Diarrhoea? 
Abdominal Pain? 

Finally help is available in the UK 


advertisement 


You repeatedly suffer from bloating, constipation, 
diarrhoea or abdominal pain? You are not alone 
by far! In many cases the cause is Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome (IBS). The good news is: A promis¬ 
ing relief for IBS is finally available in the UK - 
Kijimea IBS! 

More and more people repeatedly suffer from 
intestinal problems. Up to 13 million Brits are af¬ 
fected today - numbers are increasing. The search 
for a possible cause took scientists years and 
years, until they finally discovered what may be 
to blame: a chronic bowel disease called IBS. But 
that is not all: Today, experts are increasingly con¬ 
vinced that IBS may be caused by small damages 
in the intestinal barrier. These allow pollutants 
and pathogens to enter the intestinal wall and to 
trigger the typical IBS symptoms. 

Good news for IBS sufferers 

Thanks to a breakthrough discovery by a group 
of renowned scientists it is now possible to treat 


IBS symptoms. How? With a global¬ 
ly unique bifidobacterium (B. bifidum 
MIMBb75), contained only in Kijimea 
IBS. Here is what is so special about it: 

This fascinating bacteria strain attaches 
itself directly to the surface of the intes¬ 
tinal wall and forms a protective layer. 

Amazing study results 

The benefits of Kijimea IBS have actually 
been put to the test in a clinical study - with 
amazing results! IBS symptoms did not only sig¬ 
nificantly improve due to Kijimea IBS but also 
disappeared completely in some cases. On top of 
that, the bifidobacterium contained in Kijimea 
IBS is the only one worldwide that simultaneously 
showed an increase in the quality of life of IBS 
patients! 

Finally available in the UK! 

In many other countries Kijimea IBS has al¬ 
ready proven to be extremely successful. Now, this 



promising product is finally available for millions 
of IBS sufferers in the UK, too! Kijimea IBS is pre¬ 
scription-free and has no known side effects. 


-3*S- 


Kijimea IBS is brand-new! 

It is only available by order over the pharmacist 
counter at: 

• Your independent pharmacy or 
Superdrug pharmacy 

• Boots (via the Alliance wholesale 
system) 

• or online at 

www.chemistdirect.co.uk and 
www.amazon.co.uk! 

SHOW THIS COUPON 


TOYOUB PHARMACIST TO 

OBDEB KIJIMEA FOH YOU! 


Dear pharmacist, 

Kijimea IBS is new on the UK market. If 
you cannot find it in your own supplier 
system, please make a special order 
through the Alliance wholesale system. 


KIJIMEA IBS 
PIP Code: 404-3170 




The photos in this advertisement contain models, not IBS patients. If symptoms worsen and/ or persist, consult a doctor. For more information visit www.kijimea.co.uk. 
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TED HEATH PROFILE 


Continued from page 14 

expense of a man who can no long¬ 
er defend himself. 

The 100-page ‘summary closure 
report’ details 42 allegations made 
against Sir Edward and categorises 
them as: 

■ Seven alleged victims whose ac¬ 
counts would warrant interviewing 
him under caution; 

■ Nineteen cases where Sir Ed¬ 
ward would not have been inter¬ 
viewed under caution because of the 
extent of undermining evidence; 

■ Ten cases of third-party disclo¬ 
sures; 

■ Three cases of mistaken identity; 

■ Three complaints made anony¬ 
mously. 

Sir Edward was the most high-pro¬ 
file political figure to be linked to 
child sex abuse allegations that swept 
across Westminster. 

A raft of politicians have been accused 
of abusing children, including Liberal 
Democrat Sir Cyril Smith and 
Labour peer and former MP Lord Janner. 

In a statement, Wiltshire Police said: 
“It is important to state that the role of 
the police in a criminal investigation is 
to the likely guilt or innocence of a per¬ 
son who is subject to allegations. 

“Therefore, the findings in the re¬ 
port published do not state whether 
Sir Edward Heath was guilty of any 
criminal offences or comment on the 
prospect of a successful prosecution 
had he been alive today.” 

The report revealed that there was 
“reason to suspect” two people may 
have “intentionally misled” the police 
by alleging that they were abused by 
Sir Edward. 

“In the case of one of these disclo¬ 
sures, a live criminal investigation 


1 



remains ongoing,” the report states. 

“In the case of the other, a criminal 
investigation was undertaken and an 
individual was formally cautioned for 
an offence of wasting police time after 
they admitted that they had misled 
the investigation by making three 
separate disclosures, where they had 
purported to be three different 
people.” 


AS prime minister, Sir 
Edward Heath presided over 
some of the most turbulent 
years in Britain’s post war 
history. 

His time in Downing Street 
- from 1970 to 1974 - was 
marked by widespread 
industrial unrest with power 
blackouts and much of the 
country reduced to a three- 
day working week. 

For his supporters, his 
crowning achievement was 
to negotiate Britain’s entry 
into the Common Market, as 
the EU was then known - a 
decision that continues to 
divide Conservatives 40 
years on. 

His time in office ended 
ignominiously after he lost a 
snap general election which 
he had called to try to bolster 
his authority in the face of a 
second coal miners’ strike. 

He never forgave Margaret 
Thatcher for ousting him as 
Tory leader in 1975, for years 
nursing a grudge which 
became known as the 
“incredible sulk”. 

Sir Edward was born in 
Broadstairs in 1916 and 
attended Chatham House 
school in Ramsgate before 
studying at Balliol College 
Oxford, becoming president 
of the Oxford Union. He 
served with the Royal 
Artillery during the Second 


World War. 

He had entered Parliament 
in 1950, as the MP for Bexley, 
and served in successive 
Conservative governments 
until 1964. In 1965 he 
became the first elected and 
first state-educated leader of 
the Tories and held the role 
for the next decade. 

After losing to Mrs Thatch¬ 
er, Sir Edward helped foster 
links between the West and 
Communist China. 

In 1990 he flew to Baghdad 
and successfully negotiated 
the release of some of the 
‘human shield’ hostages 
being held by Iraqi leader, 
Saddam Hussein. 

A lifelong bachelor, Sir 
Edward was famously 
reticent about his private life 
focusing his energies away 
from politics on his twin 
passions of sailing and 
classical music. He remains 
the only British prime 
minister to have won a major 
international sporting trophy 
whilst in office. 

Sir Edward had a reputa¬ 
tion of being cold and 
indifferent towards women. 

One biographer concluded 
he may have been a latent or 
repressed homosexual while 
another thought he was 
“pretty well sexless” having 
failed to find any evidence of 
any intimate relationships 


with either men or women. 

In 2007 Brian Coleman, a 
senior Tory on the London 
Assembly, caused a stir 
when he claimed it was 
common knowledge in 
Conservative circles that Sir 
Edward had been warned by 
police in the 1950s over his 
“cottaging activities”. 

However, no corroborating 
evidence was produced to 
support the allegation which 
was disputed by others in the 
party. 

Sir Edward continued to sit 
in the House of Commons as 
the member for Old Bexley 
and Sidcup until his retire¬ 
ment in 2001 and was the 
father of the house between 
1992 and 2001. 

The Queen appointed him 
a Knight of the Garter in 1992 
and he described the day of 
his inauguration as being 
“the proudest day of my 
life”. 

In 1985 Sir Edward bought 
Arundells, an impressive 
house in the shadow of 
Salisbury Cathedral, and 
following his death in July 
2005 aged 89 he bequeathed 
the property to the Sir 
Edward Heath Charitable 
Foundation. 

The house, garden and Sir 
Edward’s art collection is 
now open to members of the 
public. 
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more about the development at Emerson Park. 
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School told to change 'unlawful’ 
admissions policy by watchdog 

One of the county’s leading grammar schools has been told it must change the way it treats external 
applications to study on its A-level courses after intervention by the Local Government Ombudsman 



By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


A GRAMMAR school oper¬ 
ated an “unlawful” ad¬ 
missions policy for pro¬ 
spective sixth form 
students, a watchdog 

has found. 

The Local Government Ombuds¬ 
man investigated procedures at 
Maidstone Grammar School for Girls 
after a complaint was made by a par¬ 
ent, whose son missed out on a place 
at the sixth form last year, despite 
meeting the school’s minimum re¬ 
quirements. 

At the heart of the issue were 
claims the school only selected the 
highest performing students joining 
the school in the sixth form. 

And it appears to contradict the 
school’s motto - non sibi sed ominibus - 
which translates from the Latin as 
‘not for one, but all’. 

The school’s published admission 
policy states that students require six 
GCSEs at grade A* to C, including at 
least four B grades, and B grades in 
the the subjects they want to study at 
A-level. 

However, it was also found to oper¬ 
ate, for a number of years, an addi¬ 
tional points-based system to admit 
students - a system which is not in¬ 
cluded in its published policy. Maid¬ 
stone’s Average Points Score (APS) is 
calculated by assigning points to 
each grade (A*=58, A=52, B=46, 
C=40, D=34, E=28, F=22, G=16, 
U=0) and taking an average from the 
applicant’s predicated GCSE grades. 

The school then uses the APS to 
rank all applicants and only makes 
conditional offers to those who score 
above a certain level, which in 2016 
was set at 48 - an overall average 
higher than a B grade, therefore tar¬ 
geting students with significantly 
better predicted grades than the min¬ 
imum set out in the admission crite¬ 
ria. 

The ombudsman found the school 
did not make conditional offers to 
other applicants, even if they met the 
published requirements; instead 
placing them on a waiting list. 

Maidstone Grammar says it has 
found using the APS is the best pre¬ 
dictor of whether applicant s will meet 
the entry criteria following their 
GCSE results. 

The inspector’s report noted: “The 
school did not follow its published ad¬ 
mission arrangements when making 
conditional offers to applicants for 
September 2016 entry. 

“It used an additional oversub¬ 
scription criterion, which was not 
mentioned in the arrangements and 
had not been subject to consultation. 

“Using an APS to rank applicants 
based on academic ability contradict¬ 
ed the published oversubscription cri¬ 


teria, which apply to all external ap¬ 
plicants with the minimum academic 
requirements, giving priority to 
looked after children, siblings, stu¬ 
dents with health issues and finally 
those living closest.” 

The ombudsman concluded that 
the student should have been offered 
a conditional place by March based 
on his predicted GCSE grades, how¬ 
ever, the school would not have con¬ 
firmed the place until he had his 
GCSE results, which ultimately were 
lower than predicted and therefore 
did not meet the subject requirements 
for his original A-level choices. 


The report added: “The school will 
no longer use the APS to make condi¬ 
tional offers and will follow its pub¬ 
lished admission arrangements. 

“The school must do this otherwise 
its admission process will be unlaw¬ 
ful. If it wishes to use an APS as part 
of its decision-making, it must amend 
its published arrangements to reflect 
this and follow the statutory consul¬ 
tation process.” 

Kent County Council, which man¬ 
aged the independent panel which 
first heard the complaint, was also 
criticised, with the ombudsman re¬ 
porting that further training for 


members was required - a recom¬ 
mendation agreed by County Hall. 

Following the investigation, the 
school agreed to drop the use of the 
points system, apologise to the family 
and pay £250 in compensation. 

Headteacher Deborah Stanley said: 
“The ombudsman specifically said 
that the pupil’s grades were lower 
than predicted and he did not meet 
the subject requirements for his origi¬ 
nal A-level choices, or the revised 
choices put forward by his father. So, 
even if the school had made a condi¬ 
tional offer, it would not have fol¬ 
lowed this with a firm offer. 


“However, we no longer include the 
average points score in our admis¬ 
sions criteria and also agreed with 
the ombudsman’s recommendation 
of a £250 donation to the family, be¬ 
cause of the uncertainty and confu¬ 
sion caused.” 

Former Gravesend head teacher 
and education consultant Peter Read, 
who runs the KentAdvice.co.uk web¬ 
site, had helped advise the family 
which brought the case. 

A long-time vocal opponent of 
schools manipulating their admis¬ 
sions in order to be seen to be serving 
up strong results, he felt vidicated by 
the ombudsman’s decision. 

He said: “This complete shambles 
was initially brought about by the 
school operating unlawful admission 
criteria for external candidates to the 
sixth form, which have operated for 
some years. 

“It was then compounded by the 
headteacher’s reported refusal to ad¬ 
mit fault when I demonstrated it very 
clearly, and the school’s subsequent 
attempt to deny and cover up the ille¬ 
gality. 

“The school then gave this false 
evidence to a supposed independent 
appeal panel that shut its eyes to the 
facts, through its support for the 
school against the appellants, which 
denied them a fair hearing. 

“The process clearly inhibited po¬ 
tential candidates from pursuing 
their applications so, rather than ex¬ 
panding the sixth form towards its 
target, numbers actually declined. I 
do not have the data to differentiate 
between the number of internal and 
external students who joined the 
sixth form, but anecdotal evidence 
suggests there was a high leakage of 
members of Year 11 from MGGS to 
other local school sixth forms for 
2017 entry. Surely, this must raise se¬ 
rious questions for the school man¬ 
agement, especially as data for previ¬ 
ous years suggests this may be 
typical. 

“It is not possible to quantify the 
number of students affected, as it is 
likely that most turned down by the 
illegal process did not pursue their 
applications and were lost to the 
school.” 

The row comes just weeks after 
Orpington grammar, St Olave’s, faced 
the threat of legal action from par¬ 
ents after students were told they 
could not continue their A-Level 
studies into Year 13 after failing to 
achieve B grades in any of their sub¬ 
jects taken in the first year of sixth 
form. 

The school subsequently performed 
a U-turn and allowed the affected 
students to return. 

Maidstone Grammar School for 
Girls and Invicta Grammar in the 
county town have also faced similar 
complaints in the past but have 
strongly denied any wrongdoing. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending October 8,2017 19 




















The Ukip fightback starts right here, 
says party's newly-elected leader 

His victory a little over a week ago defied expectations, but Kent’s Henry Bolton says his home county 
will be at the very heart of the party as it looks to dust itself off following some bruising election blows 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


K ENT will receive “a lot of 
attention” from Ukip as it 
looks to launch a recovery 
in British politics, its new¬ 
ly-elected leader has 


claimed. 

Henry Bolton defied the odds last 
week by beating off the likes of book¬ 
ies’ favourite Anne Marie Waters to 
clinch the top job at the party’s con¬ 
ference in Torquay. 

A former army officer and security 
expert, Mr Bolton lives in Folkestone 
and contested the county’s police and 


crime commissioner election last 
year - ultimately losing out to Mat¬ 
thew Scott of the Conservatives. 

He now faces the difficult task of 
uniting a party left almost completely 
in tatters following a series of high- 
profile defections, infighting and dev¬ 
astating election defeats off the back 
of the vote to leave the European Un¬ 
ion last June. 

Prior to its collapse, Ukip had built 
a strong level of support in Kent, 
claiming control of its first ever coun¬ 
cil in Thanet back in 2015, and be¬ 
coming the main party of opposition 
on the county council two years ear¬ 
lier - though its representation at 
County Hall was completely wiped 
out when voters returned to the polls 
in May. 

Speaking to KoS this week, Mr Bol¬ 
ton was keen to emphasise his re¬ 
sponsibility to turn the party’s for¬ 
tunes around across the nation, but 
recognised the county as a strong 
starting point. 

“We will of course be trying to ex¬ 
ploit areas where we are best sup¬ 
ported at a local level,” he said. 

“Kent will receive a lot of attention, 


not because I’m from here, but be¬ 
cause we’ve got a lot of support. 

“There will be a lot of discussions 
within the party, I need to know ex¬ 
actly where we are on a range of is¬ 
sues such as the finances. 

“My priority is to get the party’s 
structures and support mechanisms 
fit for purpose. 

“At the same time I am starting to 
engage with various elements outside 
the party - other political parties 
both at home and abroad, 
think tanks, Leave campaign groups 
- and starting to map out the ter¬ 
rain.” 

Mr Bolton revealed he was putting 
together a large team of around 25 to 
30 people to help implement the 
changes he pledged during his leader¬ 
ship campaign. 

In the run-up to the vote last week, 
Mr Bolton was clear that Brexit was 
the party’s “core task”, and insisted it 
needed to stamp its authority on pro¬ 
ceedings, with little progress having 
been made in negotiations with Brus¬ 
sels. 

“Ukip has done very little over the 
last nine months so we need to start 


saying and doing things,” Mr Bolton 
said. 

“The Conservative government has 
shown a real lack of planning and 
preparation in working towards 
Brexit, nothing concrete has been 
done. 

“We’re supposed to be leaving in 
March 2019 but we keep kicking the 
can down the road. 

“The centre of Ukip has been weak 
and the local level has been left with¬ 
out support and guidance.” 

Indeed, Mr Bolton was critical of 
Chris Wells’ running of Thanet Dis¬ 
trict Council last month, claiming he 
had “not covered himself or the party 
in glory” since surging to power two 
years ago and warned of a “disas¬ 
trous” result next time around. 

Cllr Wells dismissed the criticism, 
suggesting the new party leader 
needed to “hear a few home truths on 
understanding local government”, 
though he has since offered Mr Bol¬ 
ton his support since the election. 

Next year sees voters return to the 
polls in a number of local elections, 
including those in London boroughs, 
and Mr Bolton admitted he was look- 
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ing to take a longer-term approach to 
reviving its local government pres¬ 
ence - and that it may come at a cost 
in upcoming votes. 

“This is about the future of the na¬ 
tion and making all our communities 
more optimistic, more confident and 
having a voice in shaping their com¬ 
munities,” he said. 

“If we have not got local govern¬ 
ment right, we are not going to get 
national government right. 

“One of the things I will be chang¬ 
ing is introducing long-term strategic 
planning. 

“We have local elections coming up 
quite soon and it may well be there’s 
not time for us to fully prepare. 

“We’re not going to throw all the 
resources at those elections because 
we have got to think longer term. 

“It’s possible we will take a hit in 
those elections but I want to make 
sure we are fit and resilient. We can’t 
empty the bank accounts and ex¬ 
haust everything. 

“Ideally we’d still win those seats 
but the time window to turn things 
around is quite short. 

“We will look at it and certainly be 
fighting vigorously in those elections 
but we are not going to break our¬ 
selves in doing so.” 

Since the prime minister’s heavily- 
criticised Brexit speech in Florence 
recently, Mr Bolton claims to have 
witnessed a surge in Ukip member¬ 
ship, as well as a bounce following his 
election last Friday, which he believed 
signalled “a new sense of energy in 
the party”. 

One of those to welcome his victory 
was former leader, Nigel Farage, who 
also has ties to the county having 
lived in Westerham and stood for 
election in South Thanet. 



PLANNING: Henry Bolton says he has held talks with Nigel Farage over the role the former leader should play in Ukip under his leadership. Pictures: PA 


He acted as Mr Bolton’s political 
referee in the run-up to the vote and 
described him as “a man of real sub¬ 
stance” following his triumph. 


Mr Bolton is clear he hopes Mr 
Farage will have a role to play in the 
party under his leadership. 

“I’ve spoken with Nigel and we’re 


going to have another talk this week,” 
he said. “I have got some thoughts on 
that, certainly. 

“He has moved on from leading the 


party, however he has strong views 
on Brexit and is recognised as nation¬ 
al figure - he is probably more well- 
known than Theresa May.” 
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O rigina® is the fancy-sounding name 
TREND Transformations applies 

to its kitchen worktop and bathroom 
surfaces. It’s beautiful, tough, durable 
and much thinner than other materials 
like granite, marble, engineered stone or 
solid synthetics, but equals or exceeds 
them in technical performance terms. To 
prove it, TREND Transformations offers an 
unrivalled lifetime material warranty. So, 
with the millionth Origina® already installed 
worldwide, what makes this distinctive 
material a winner in the kitchen and 
bathroom? 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

Agglomerate is at least two-thirds 
lighter than other materials, so needs 
less reinforcement and can be installed 
vertically and horizontally. 

SLIMLINE - produced and fully sealed 
only a quarter of an inch thick, it fits right 
on top of existing surfaces without adding 
depth or substance. 


TOUGHER - the slimline profile doesn’t 
compromise strength and, unlike granite 
slab, Origina® survives the dropped 
bowling ball test without breaking. 
LASTING - TREND Transformations’ 
Origina® retains its luxurious good looks 
for so long, it is guaranteed against a 
lifetime of wear and tear. 

EASYCARE - unlike granite, marble and 
engineered stone, which need regular 
sealing and maintenance, Origina® just 
requires a wipe over with a damp cloth. 
RESISTANT - Origina® is certificated to 
be highly resistant to liquids, chemicals, 
scratches, impact and burns and is harder 
than natural materials. 

GREENER - made using a high 
percentage of recycled content like post¬ 
consumer glass and recovered granite and 
quartz, Origina® is green by design. 


AFFORDABLE - Origina® is fitted over 
existing worktops and other surfaces, 
making it cheaper, easier and less 
disruptive to install, with less waste. 
VERSATILE - fit it on top of worktops, 
vanities or wash stands, on floors, 
stairways and pool surrounds, as 
splashbacks, shower liners and panels. 
BEAUTIFUL - made with Italian granite, 
quartz or recycled glass, it’s beautiful in 
black, refined in earthen tones, brilliant 
in white and bold in primary colours. But 
perhaps the biggest appeal of TREND 
Transformations Origina® is that it will be 
measured-up, made off-site and installed 
by our factory in Tunbridge Wells. What’s 
more, the expert, factory-trained fitters 
ensure a consistently high standard of 
workmanship and provide final proof that 
thinner’s a winner. 
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To talk your ideas through with an interior design consultant, visit your nearest TREND Transformations showroom. 

TREND Transformations 

Find our main showroom inside Nottcutts Garden Centre at Newnham Court Shopping Village,Bearsted Road Maidstone ME14 5LH 
Or, see our display inside Wyevale Garden Centre, Stour Business Park, Ashford Road, near Canterbury CT4 7HF 



01622 469541 


Find us online at: www.trend-maidstone.co.uk 
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Saddle up for a remarkable ride 


REVIEW: By Chris Britcher 

War Horse, MarLowe Theatre, Canterbury 


T O SAY anything negative 
about the National Thea¬ 
tre’s production of Michael 
Morpurgo’s War Horse is 
akin to revealing a love of 
kicking kittens around your front 
room. In short, it’s not the done thing. 

After all, it has become something 
of a national treasure - a pioneering 
production for which its very stage 
craft has transended the frequently 
narrow confines of the theatrical are¬ 
na and into the mainstream. 

Think War Horse, and you don’t 
start pondering about the magnifi¬ 
cent creatures in Steven Spielberg’s 
movie version, but, instead, the mes- 
morising life-size puppetry deployed 
to re-create the animals on stage. 

It is the stage version which rein¬ 
vigorated the book and inspired the 
movie. Even the author himself ac¬ 
knowledges that without the vision of 
the National Theatre’s production, 
War Horse may well have spent its life 
plodding about in a backwater liter¬ 
ary paddock. 

And, all these years later, those 
horses remain just as breathtaking. 
Half close your eyes and the carefully 
constructed creatures are indistin¬ 
guishable from the real thing. Take a 
peek when the audience’s attention is 
elsewhere and those controlling 
them continue to keep them as life¬ 
like as possible - gently moving to 


give the impression of the mighty 
beasts’ chests rising and falling when 
breathing, and that inquisitive look 
at the reaction of sounds. 

There is no denying, War Horse is a 
triumphant stage production worthy 
of its plaudits. 

Charting a young boy’s path from a 
humble Devon farm and the bond he 
develops with a horse bought in an 
act of drunken bravado by his father, 
to the departure of both he and the 
horse to the bloody fields of the Som¬ 
me during the First World War, it has 
become a story well known to mil¬ 
lions. 

While the horses steal the lime¬ 
light, some of the staging is at times 
utterly spellbinding. 

But, of course, for many of us, get¬ 
ting into London to watch the show 
can be an expensive business. 

For that reason, we should all 
thank our lucky stars the Marlowe 
Theatre in Canterbury has developed 
a relationship with the National The¬ 
atre which sees it as the preferred 
venue for this very special anniver¬ 
sary tour. 

Since opening on September 15, it 
has played to packed houses every 
night - and will continue to do so un¬ 
til October 14. Best of all, it’s even gal¬ 
loping back in 2019 for another 
string of performances between Feb¬ 
ruary 27 and March 16. 

We cannot, it seem, get enough of 
this landmark production. 

But the question remains - look 
past the horse puppetry, does War 



IMPRESSIVE: The puppets dominate the production and the remarkable 
life-like portrayal of the horses is truly breathtaking. Just watch them move 
and breathe even when the audience’s attention is elsewhere 


Horse continue to enthral? 

If you were to be particularly hard 
on it, you could argue the first 40 
minutes is a little too ‘look at these 
amazing horse puppets’ for its own 


good, as it layers on the key story 
components which will come into 
play in the remainder of the show. 
With that initial awe-factor perhaps 
now a little worn out due to the pup- 



BECKENHAM CARPETS 

LIMITED 

^ 020 8663 3548 

9 102 Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 4RH 


Quality Showroom for 
Carpets, Vinyls, 
Laminates and Wood 

Fitted Flooring Specialists 



7^7 — . 

- - 

i 
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BRUTAL: Life on the frontline is portrayed in all its brutality in what can be a 
moving experience. All pictures: Brinkhoff/Moegenburg 


pets’ widespread mainstream expo¬ 
sure, you could be forgiven for being, 
gulp, just a little underwhelmed by 
the pace of events and storytelling at 
the beginning. A victim, perhaps, of 
its own success and adoration. 

Yet just when you’re pondering if 
War Horse is something of a one trick 
puppet pony, it explodes into the most 
remarkable production. 

Of course, that slow build up, that 
gentle rural pre-war reality which 
borders on the sluggish, is designed 
to contrast with the meat of the dra¬ 
ma - life on the frontline of the Great 
War. The gentle rolling fields replaced 
by the metal and mud of the French 


killing fields. 

So we go from canter to gallop in 
the blinking of an eye. Talking of 
which, some of the lighting effects for 
those war scenes are, literally daz¬ 
zling. Without giving much away, 
there is a scene where one character 
dies where the stage craft of lighting, 
design, sound and execution unites 
in a manner which delivers a remark¬ 
ably powerful emotional punch. In 
fact, it is one of those moments which 
is so well done, where horror is cap¬ 
tured by almost a moment of theatri¬ 
cal beauty, that it will remain long in 
the mind as a way in which to visual¬ 
ise the brutality and immediacy of 



RETURNING : The good news is War Horse will return to the Marlowe for more shows in 2019. 


death in war. 

War Horse isn’t the perfect produc¬ 
tion - there is a little element of trea¬ 
cle to the storyline which while es¬ 
sential to engage emotional 
attachment, does lessen its impact 
just a touch. But it is extraordinarily 
impressive. 

Without seeing the horses in ac¬ 
tion, it is hard to truly appreciate 


their quality and as the actors took a 
bow and the inevitable standing ova¬ 
tion at the play’s conclusion, it was 
only right the operators of those 
beasts got their own moment in the 
spotlight. 

People often criticise theatre for not 
having the whizz-bang finesse of, say, 
cinema - of being unable to truly 
leave an audience spellbound. But 


War Horse achieves that through its 
sky high production values and a 
story arc which, while often a little 
telegraphed, has at its heart a simple 
story of friendship, compassion and 
bravery in the face of adversity. 

Well done the Marlowe for getting 
this show and well done the National 
Theatre for such a remarkable piece 
of art. 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

^3 01634 232048 d 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 



Warner’s Bembridge Hotel 
5 day coach holiday £229 


ISLE OF WIGHT 



During November & December 
Bembridge Coast Hotel is 
transformed into a stunning 
Warner Wonderland where you 
can have an early Christmas 
treat on their fantastic Turkey 
and Tinsel breaks... 

★ ★ 


Here’s the full details... 

Day 1 : We take the ferry to the Isle of Wight and on to Warner's 
Bembridge Coast Hotel - on the east coast between Ryde and 
Sandown. 

Day 2: First stop is the Victorian town of Ventnor. Then we go and see one of the natural 
wonders of the English coastline at Alum Bay and view the famous 'Needles'. This afternoon 
we visit Godshill. Afternoon tea is included at 'The Old Smithy' a 17th Century cottage. 

Day 3: We go to the Capital Newport and then we go to the seaside town of Ryde. 

Day 4: Today is left free for you to relax and enjoy the facilities at Bembridge Coast. 

Day 5: We leave for home after breakfast. 

Guest rooms have: en-suite bath or shower, comfy beds, complimentary toiletries, TV, phone, chairs, reading lights, 
hairdryer, iron and tea/coffee tray. Note; Single rooms at Bembridge are chalet-style and separate from the main hotel. 


Coach 

departs: 

Price includes: 4 nights D/B/B basis plus all travel and trips out as shown. Single room supplement £30 


Monday 27th November £229 [•& 


GB TOURS 


— 0151 652 2222 

or g 0 online: www.gbtours.com 1 

Coach pick-ups: Dover, Folkestone, Ashford & Maidstone. 
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Celebrate Christmas this year at 
Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel 

Musical Lunches from £24.95 pp 

Gatsby Themed Party Nights from £29.95 pp 

Christmas Day £69.00 pp 

New Years Dinner and Disco £50.00 pp 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK CALL 
T: 0844 815 9045 or email: 
christmas@mercuremaidstone.co.uk 
mercuremaidstone.co.uk 

Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel k 
Hollingbourne, Nr Maidstone, Kent ME17 IRE 


CATSBy 


DISCOVER 


'f • MERCURE 


Mercure 


LECLUBACCOR 
HOTELS 


Feel Welcome 


MERCURE.COM 

OVER 80 HOTELS 
IN THE UK AND 700 
WORLDWIDE 
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RISTORANTE 


'Italian Food as it Should Be' 


Pizza Pasta Salads 
Childrens Menu 
Available for Private Functions 


Due Amici Ristorante Hop Farm, Paddock Wood, 
Tonbridge, Kent TNI 2 6PY. 

T: 01622 298615 E: 2amici201 7@gmail.com 
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CHRISTMAS VENUES 


Book your festive fun right now 



I T may still seem like a long way 
off, but before you know it 
Christmas will be just around 
the corner and thoughts will 
turn to the perfect night out. 
But failing to start thinking about 
your works outing or family and 
friends get-together now can leave 
many disappointed. 

After all, how many times have you 
thought about staging a great meal 
out or group event only to find you’ve 
left things too late, the prices have 
rocketed and your choice is dramati¬ 
cally reduced? 

So why not start planning your fes¬ 
tive fun now - after all, there are plen¬ 
ty of venues with good availability 
right now and it means you’ll get to 
book that memorable night out and 
have plenty of time to look forward to 
it and arrange it. 

Plus there will be no excuse for peo¬ 
ple not to come if they’re had plenty of 
advance notice. 

From pubs and clubs, restaurants 
and hotels to golf clubs, there are so 
many great facilities which are per¬ 
fectly suited to hosting your special 
Christmas knees-up. 

You can expect decorated trees, 
crackers plus great food with all the 
trimmings - and by getting booked up 
now you’ll be sure to get the venue 
and the date you’re after. 

Alternatively, why not sign up to 
one of the many specially organised 


Christmas events where you can join 
in with lots of other groups - giving 
you the best of both worlds; the 
chance to enjoy time with colleagues 
or friends, and then mingle with plen¬ 
ty of others too. What’s more, they 
can provide great value for money - 
especially if you’re organising a small 


company outing. 

So whether it’s a romantic evening 
for two in front of a roaring open fire 
in a quaint country pub, or a big 
event for hundreds with live music 
and dancing, there’s no time like the 
present to start looking at where and 
when to book up. 




Join the MG PAR1T 
ATXfOSPI lERH it! ij purpfisc 
built venue far your office party 
iff The Shot*-' (2 found, 

( Farming World, off the 
A2ZM2 near Faumham 

4 course traditional M 
Christwas dinner live 
entertammcni t disco |H 
^ end casino 

included! 


TO IMPRESS 


Chart Hills 

RESORT 

CHRISTMAS 2017 

The perfect place to celebrate Christmas and New Year 
in our recently refurbished function room and restaurant. 

Sunday Christmas Carvery Lunch 

Throughout December - £22.50for 3 Course meal 

Christmas Party Nights 

Friday & Saturday nights in December - 
£35.00 including 3 Course Meal and DJ 

New Year’s Eve - Around the World 

Buffet style dinner showcasing cuisine and music 
from around the world 

Boxing Day Carvery 

£20.00per person 


PARTY IN STYLE AT THE 


Chart Hills Golf Club 

Weeks Lane, Biddenden, Kent TN27 8JX 
t: 01580 292222 e: info@charthills.co.uk w: charthills.co.uk 
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White Horse 
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Sitting in the shadow of Dover Castle lies the Cask Marque 
accredited White Horse Inn. Dating back to 1365 it is Dover’s 
oldest public house. Today you will find them serving up 
home cooked food using local suppliers and a ready supply 
of real ales lagers wines and spirits. The White Horse is not 
just a traditional pub with an open fire & roof beams though. 
The main bar decor has a pleasingly eccentric twist whereby 
successful channel swimmers have come in to sign the walls 
as a record of their success. 

Hours can be spent reading over the names & times. A hidden 
terrace garden sits to the rear with the spectacular backdrop 
to the ruins of St James Church which overlooks this sun trap 
garden. The perfect place to sip one of their extensive range 
of extravagant gins. Trip Advisor recommendations ensure a 
continued stream of hungry & thirsty visitors to enjoy this 
historic grade 2 listed public house. 


01304 213066 

The White Horse Inn, St James Street, Castle Hill Road, Dover CT16 1QD 
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Garden Centre 

Family Run Garden Centre 

We specialise in Buxus, Topiary and other 
specialist large shrubs including 
Mediterranean palms and olive trees 

Best quality plants at the 
most reasonable prices 

Stones Garden Centre Halfway Road, Sheerness, 

Kent ME12 3AA 

01795 580411 • info@stonesgardencentre.co.uk 
www.stonesgardencentre.co.uk 

Open 8am - 5:30pm 7 days a week 

tag 
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TALENT: Star of a host of TV shows, he hits the road from now until April. 


Picture: ROSYLN GAUNT 




e climbs up a hill of jus 

J 

ow to be a perfect pare 


Ed Byrne is touring extensively over the coming year with string of Kent shows 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


E D Byrne has been an ac¬ 
claimed stand-up, with 
audiences and critics 
alike, for 20 years now. 
His success with shows 
such as the Roaring Forties, Differ¬ 
ent Class and the 1998 Perrier- 
nominated A Night At The Opera 
led to him appearing on the box in 
the diverse likes of Mock The Week, 
Father Ted, The One Show and All 
Star Mr & Mrs, while his love of hill¬ 
walking resulted in him writing a 
regular column for The Great Out¬ 
doors magazine. 

In fact, his love of natural history 
has crossed into television with ap¬ 
pearances on The One Show (ab¬ 
seiling in Snowdonia), Countryfile 
(climbing Sgurr Dearg, the ‘inac¬ 
cessible pinnacle’ on Skye) and pre¬ 
senting items on Volcano Live 
(BBC). He is also co-host of the 
highly acclaimed Dara & Ed’s Big 


Adventure and follow up Dara & 
Ed’s Road To Mandalay, both on 
BBC 2. 

As he prepares to launch himself 
upon the nation with another 
touring show, the Irish comic is 
firmly of a belief that the current 
breed of parents spoil their kids 
rotten whether it’s to do with the 
ever-increasing size of garden 
trampolines, or his own kids’ 
demand for elderflower cordial. 

“My dad wasn’t a bad dad,” he 
says, “he was just a 1970s dad. I 
could never see my children ever 
again from this moment on, and 
I’ve already done more parenting 
then he did in my entire life. But, of 
course, I made a conscious decision 
that I was going to be an awesome 
dad. My wife will come back with 
tales from her friends of how awful 
their husbands are and she’ll see 
me smiling and say ‘alright, stop 


congratulating yourself just 
because such and such can’t be left 
alone with their children for two 
minutes’.” 

In his new touring show, the 
perfectly-titled Spoiler Alert, Ed 
compares and contrasts the 
old-school child-rearing days with 
21st century methods and suggests 
that there are different ways to 
learn how to be a mum or dad. 

“I grew up in what I would call 
an aspirational household in that 
my parents bettered themselves 
over the course of my childhood,” 
he says. “My mother was a 
radiographer and ended up a 
lecturer in radiography, while my 
dad was a sheet metal worker and 
went up to a supervisory role. I’d 
still say that you are expected to do 
a lot more parenting than our 
parents did and that’s a weird 
thing because you tend to think 


that your parents are where you 
learned parenting from. But you 
don’t, really, it’s more that you look 
around you to see what’s going on 
with other parents.” 

As well as stories about his two 
young sons, Ed weaves in routines 
about running out of petrol in the 
most awkward place imaginable, 
helping rescue an injured man in 
the Cairngorms, and the nation- 
dividing campaign and result of 
the EU referendum. 

He’s at the Hazlitt in Maidstone 
on October 17, the Gulbenkian in 
Canterbury on November 28-29, 
the the Assembly Hall Theatre in 
Tunbridge Wells on February 8, 
Dartford’s Orchard on February 17, 
Folkestone Leas Cliff Hall on April 
12 , Chatham’s Central Theatre on 
April 18 and Canterbury’s Marlowe 
on April 22. 

Tickets on sale now. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.vnydate24.co.uk 


On-line datin 


latmg 

visit.. 


is FREE to register, try it today 

www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
El.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


PAULINE, Sincere lady, 70s, 
GSOH, OH&C. Curvy with 
shoulder length dark hair. Varied 
interests, theatre and travel. 
WLTM similar minded gent. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428977 0 

SUSANNA, very attractive well 
groomed married lady. Works in 
London, can travel anywhere 
but cannot accommodate. If you 
are willing to meet on those 
terms contact me. I am 42yrs, 
brunette with a gym toned fig¬ 
ure. Text Only. Box: 4038007 

g 

KATHERINE, 59yrs, slim, 
attractive petite lady, loves the 
countryside, happy with the 
simple things in life. Hoping to 
meet like-minded chap, any age. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428975 0 

MONICA, strict german lady, 
32yrs, wanting to meet a sub¬ 
missive, easygoing gent of any 
age. South East/London only 
pis. Text Only. Box: 4079865 0 
ATTRACTIVE lady, 44yrs, loves 
life, just missing a down to earth 
man. ACA/Text answered, 
contact me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428973 § 

AISHA, petite Asian lady, just 
23yrs, living at home but hoping 
to meet a sophisticated, well 
travelled man to teach me the 
ways of the world. Pis be dis¬ 
creet as my parents are very 
strict. Text only. Box : 4003844 
0 

TABITHA, attractive weii 

groomed lady, 32yrs, own 
house, good job, hoping for 
some naught text chat with 
older gent. Text Only. Box: 
4028177 0 


ATTRACTIVE lady, young 
looking 70s, retired nurse, 
hoping to find a nice gent for 
cinema, wining, dining, lives 
pleasures. I’m very kind and 
miss a mans pleasures. Please 
contact me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428971 0 
SHEILA, 64yrs, attractive lady 
with blonde hair, varied interests 
and GSOH. WLTM interesting 
gent. Looks unimportant, must 
have GSOH. Call or text me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428967 0 

STEPHANIE, super sexy black 
mamma, 55yrs young with 
curves in all the right places. 
Call me and you wont be sorry, 
we can have the time of our 
Ijves. Text Only. Box: 4060220 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 45yrs, loves 
animals, music, socialising. If 
you have similar interests then 
call or text me. Lets meet up and 
spend time together. Looks 
unimportant, must have GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428811 0 

CANDIDA, 52yrs, married lady, 
very well educated with good 
looks and dress sense. 
Unappreciated by older hus¬ 
band and hoping for some fun 
with discreet chap. Text Only. 
Box: 4010802 0 
TAKE a chance on me. Beryl, 
honest black lady. Seeking a 
gent 50-75 ish. who will treat me 
with respect. I will be respectful 
to you, mutual fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428809 0 
JOY, mid 50s independent lady, 
brunette, loves dining out, 
seeking gent of any age. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428373 0 


KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no strings 
mutual pleasure with gent 40+ 
Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3002 Box 
419673 

MERRY widow, 64yrs, lonely and 
kind. Hoping to meet a kind gent, 
please call, you won’t be sorry, I’m 
good company and will care for 
you. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:428805 0 

MICHELLE, 44yrs, attractive lady, 
great company, hoping to meet 
mature gent 50+ for loving 
relationship. ACA/Text answered. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428803 0 


SAMANTHA. 35yrs, attractive CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
brunette with own business, seeks sophisticated "some call me posh" 
adventurous gent for casual married lady, looking for no strings 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3034 midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
Box 425979 3026 Box 427533 




RAPID 

MATCI 


Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

tlxt ! Wi A to [:fcfcfcld 


HEATHER, 54yrs, slim brunette 
with petite figure, loves keep fit. 
Seeks chap for nights out, fun 
times, must be honest and kind. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:428491 0 

VICTORIA, 46yrs, bubbly outgoing 
nurse, petite pretty brunette. WLTM 
N/S man, any age, must have 
GSOH and be kind. ACA. Or text. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428489 0 

CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no time 
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 
3042 Box 426851 


GENUINE lady 50yrs, 
independent, seeks genuine man, 
call to hear more about me pis. 
ACA/text answered. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428487 0 


ANGELA, attractive 66yr old free 
minded and spirited lady. Genuine 
with varied interests seeks gent 
65+. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:428485 0 

ANNETTA, 40yrs old seeks caring 
older gent 55+, you must be nice 
and enjoy my company. ACA/Text 
answered. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 428483 0 
ARE you a gent with GSOH 60-70 
and looking for some fun then call 
me, Leah, I’m 57yrs, slim, attractive 
and looking for fun. ACA. Or text 
me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:428381 0 

MICHELLE, 28yrs blue eyed 
blonde with busty figure. I’m very 
mature for my age and hope to 
meet a man to care for. I’m willing 
to please. Call or text me and I will 
get straight back to you. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 427649 0 


or call 09065005757 


0906 calls £1.55 pet mtnplin your phone 
company’s access charge 89990 cost £1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by IMediaUK ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 



Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, 
any area, all calls answered. Tel: 
0906 515 3018 Box: 413399 
IF you want to meet a mature busty 
blonde lady then look no further. 
Call me, I’m interested in meeting 
a man who wants a physical 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428799 0 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any age 
for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 
515 3022 Box 421375 
SUSAN, articulate interesting lady, 
60yrs, loves countryside and 
music. Hoping to meet a genuine 
man of any age. All calls and texts 
answered. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 428797 0 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any age 
for discreet no strings fun, any age, 
no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 
0906 515 3010 Box: 409715 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3006 Box 422365 
MARIA, young 54yr old, 5ft 8ins, 
medium build, blonde hair/brown 
eyes, likes swimming, walking, 
pubs and dining out, WLTM male 
40-60 with GSOH who is honest, 
kind and reliable. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428609 0 
HARRIETt 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and 
can travel. Discretion assured. 
ACA, Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 
3030 Box 426205 


Men Seeking 

mydateM] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


MALE, modern dresser, likes 
driving to the coast and different 
places, looking for someone 60-70, 
possibly who can drive same as 
me, just to go out and enjoy life and 
have a laugh. It would be nice to 
have someone on my arm and to 
bring flowers to. Call me and let’s 
have a chat. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428771 0 
RICHARD, 55, looking for lady for 
outings, meals out, pubs etc. New 
to area and lonely. East Kent. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428631 0 

NICE looking male, 55, seeks 
mature female for fun, outings and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 334975 

SMART Thanet male, 70, dark hair, 
brown eyes, 5ft5, OHOC, likes 
travel, countryside, the sea, 
walking, looking for an attractive 
local lady, for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428303 
WELL off man, wanting a young 
lady for spoiling. I am a sugar 
daddy looking for a sugar baby. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427441 0 


ATTRACTIVE male, dark hair, 
brown eyes, 5ft5, solvent, own 
bungalow and car, likes travel, 
countryside, seaside, walking, 
looking for attractive local lady for 
LTR. Thanet. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428127 
MALE, 42, married and bored, 
looking for adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428599 0 
GENUINE retired, mature widower, | 

honest, kind and considerate, 
enjoys most things, walking, 
countryside, seaside, seeking a I 
lady for LTR, just wanting to share ■* 
my life with somebody special. Tel i 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
428023 

SOLVENT male, older but young at 
heart, looking for a young lady to 
wine and dine and spoil and 
pamper and in turn to pamper me. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427443 


MALE 60, 6ft, 
blue eyes, broad 
shoulders, size 11 
shoes, a real handful! 

Seeks a fit mature busty 
woman for fun times. Text 
only replies. Mailbox: 
6001755 0 

THANET male, retired, 5ft5, dark 
hair, smart, OHOC, likes walks, 
travel in motorhome, looking for 
a single, attractive lady with 
similar interests in Thanet. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427557 

TALL, lively old boy, into red 
wine, garlic and Radio 3, seeks 
tactile lady for company and jolly 
jaunts. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425021 0 
MALE, 58, slim build, 5ft9, brown 
eyes, hard working, enjoys 
fishing and socialising, looking for 
no stings attached fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427173 0 

LOCAL 70 year old young male, 
now single, nice appearance and 
dresser, looking for fun and 
friendship with a lady, 55-70, 
possible holidays. Can travel. 
Please ring. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426897 0 
LIVELY mature gent, OHAC, 
near sea in Folkestone, into red 
wine, garlic and Radio 3, seeks 
lady companion/lover, 58-68 yo. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422621 0 

CARING, sociable male, 72, N/S, 
likes all types of music, walking, 
meals out, looking for a lady for 
friendship at first. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426865 



HARRY 50, 

ex soldier, 6ft, well built, 
seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417015 

50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking 
caring lady for romantic, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418641 
BARRY, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
divorced gent, looking to date 
calm and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421195 
GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, 
good company, seeking lovely 
lady for good times and fun and 
loving. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:425369 0 
JERRY, 66, brown hair, brown 
eyes, recently widowed, love to 
walk my dog, WLTM compatible 
lady for companionship and to 
see where things go. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426387 


hair and blue 
eyes, warm and 
understanding, likes 
dining out and cosy 
nights in, lots of fun, 
friendship and holidays. 
Looking for a lady over 48. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426057 0 




SERVICE FOR THE MATURE, 
FREE AND SINGLE! 

u irS NEVER TO LATE TO FIND LOVE, 
AND SINGLES NEAR YOU ARE LOOKING 
FOR FUN, ROMANCES MAYBE MORE! 
ITS FREE TO TRY, YOU VE GOT NOTHING 
T0L0SE! GET DATING NOW!" 




] Simply Text: 

Then send to 

BE? 80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

8009* coKs (1.50 p*» message, to 5 roe t«i 

Slop m 80098 >c..Hcpuv10rcltrySMcdl*UK 

ltd. F9C16 IfG *MKlHf<p?C*(U07rMm0 


MALE, 55, WLTM a lady, 60-70, for 

discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 428039 
SINGLE dad of two, WLTM a 
single mum, for a proper 
relationship. Please get in contact I 
look forward to hearing from you. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427999 0 

JAMES, 43, genuine, witty, 
positive, kind and caring, loves 
travel, socialising, eating out and 
lots and lots of laughs with the right 
person, looking for genuine, 
friendly lady Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 428019 0 
HI ladies, looking for either NSA fun 
or LTR. I am single/work/live in own 
house. Text only. Mailbox: 
4509325 0 


»„.L0VEnnB3222j 

FirstJxi'ise 61 ~«swoes llere.r.«£1 jO.Yre.tiayr»2»3upto4tnessagei ae^h nes- 

sags you send Tax] STOP to 61??? to e«i at ary lime Mi In im 7 rr iruJ be sent before a>nttii 

bettlls an 6e en*ar)«! Srrvee is not rorf. It'cync rat'd Messages ate Tsperded to by -eilusas Ns 
reeirgs gjaranteec raranqrc * meecnc cJ-oose * ptllic S dc tvo: gme pencnel deists to people 
you nns not mel S«nce prnidsd by Mo Goals Ui Help: 0207 7207130 anai cM3ar@1w9aute.con1 

KENT man, retired engineer, 
solvent, enjoys holidays, meals 
out, good conversation, WLTM a 
slim lady, 60-70, with a GSOH, to 
share these times and hopefully 
become friends. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426887 0 


RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 
5ft5, I enjoy eating out, walking, 
holidays and golf, WLTM a slim, 
attractive lady, 60-68, for a loving, 
tender relationship, to enjoy 
these times with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421853 0 
MALE divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412717 


LOCAL man, seeks lady for 
friendship possibly more, for 
romantic dates and good times 
together, hope to hear from you. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
426195 0 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 

EASYGOING male749, 6ft, well 

built, seeks female to wine/dine 
and have fun times with. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 401401 


MALE, 50s, likes to cross dress, 
looking for same for friendship and 
fun. Has to be discreet. Text only 
Replies. Mailbox: 4623598 0 
JOHN, young at heart 65, bi male, 
looking for casual fun with 
likeminded male. Maidstone Kent 
area. Must be discreet. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5657306 0 
GAY guy, medium build, likes 
outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, N/S 
guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 
EASY going guy, 68, likes walks, 
books, seeks N/S guy for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411413 0 

ROB, bi-curious male, 55, seeks 
likeminded male, crossdresser/TV. 
Must be discreet. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426287 0 
MALE, 40s, seeking gym buddy to 
attend DW gym in the early 
evenings, similar age. Margate. 
Text only. Mailbox: 5779191 0 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


a Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 09/10/17 
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Go Bac in time to relive the 
Rumours era of Fleetwood Mac 


Bolan recreated on stage 


T.REXTASY have been touring 
in tribute to Marc Bolan and T. 
Rex for 25 years - and next 
month they hark back to the 
1970s at the Woodville Theatre 
in Gravesend on November 12. 

Tickets are on sale now. 




REVIVED: Fleetwood Bac have performed over 600 shows as the legendary group 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


T HE industry in tribute 
acts is showing no signs 
of slowing regardless of 
the age or longevity of 
those whose talent is be¬ 
ing replicated. 

Born from those impersonating 
the likes of the Beatles and Elvis 
Presley, today there are performers 
mimicking the live performances 
of everyone from Take That to Lit¬ 
tle Mix, Prince to David Bowie. 

And while, it would be fair to 
say, many are something of a 
mixed bag, the attraction to a pay¬ 
ing audience seems undimmed, as 
they play major regional venues. 

Now the magic of classic Fleet- 
wood Mac is heading to Faversham 
with a group which has not only 
won the endorsement of founding 
members of the group, but who 
seek to replicate the live perform¬ 
ances of the band from their 1970s 
and 80s hey-day. 

Fleetwood Bac have performed 
more than 600 shows around the 
world and head to the Alexander 
Centre in Faversham on October 20. 
Praised by the likes of Mick 


Fleetwood, Stevie Nicks and Peter 
Green, the band say they have 
spent decades perfecting the sound 
from the group’s classic Rumours 
era, along with the look, on-stage 
chemistry, and atmosphere. 

Released in 1977, the album 
went on to sell more than 40 mil¬ 
lion copies worldwide and catapult¬ 
ed the band into global superstars. 

Explains a spokesman for the 


band: “Fleetwood Bac have been 
rated by The Times newspaper as 
one of the UK’s top five tribute 
shows with rave reviews in The 
Stage newspaper, endorsements 
from the UK’s leading Fleetwood 
Mac fansites and even the official 
Stevie Nicks website. 

“Fans also include original Mac 
bassist and biographer the late 
great Bob Brunning who joined 


the band several times on stage, 
and Peter Green’s official biogra¬ 
pher Martin Celmins. The band 
were honoured when original Mac 
guitarist Peter Green came to see 
them perform and were delighted 
to spend time with one of their he¬ 
roes after the show.” 

Tickets for the show at the Alex¬ 
ander Centre in Faversham are on 
sale now, priced £14. 


Hills are alive for favourite 


TICKETS for the touring production of the 
Sound of Music as it calls into the Assembly 
Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells have gone on 
sale this week. 

The show, one of the best-loved musicals of 
all time, runs from February 27 to March 3 and 
features Lucy O’Byrne as Maria. 


Down to Folkestone 


COCKNEY duo Chas & Dave 
perform at the Leas Cliff Hall in 
Folkestone later this month. 

The pair will perform all their 
well known hits at the show on 
October 28. 

Tickets are on sale now. 



Walk like an Egyptian 

MAIDSTONE Museum’s new gallery opens this 
month - featuring among its exhibits the only 
Egyptian mummy in Kent. 

The museum has been refurbished and will 
showcase its Ancient Lives exhibition on the 
lives of everyday Egyptians and Greeks in what 
it claims will be an “immersive experience”. 


Find over... 



local search 24 .co.uk 

your trusted local directory 


Localsearch24 business database October 2014 
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 


01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


JUl 



Contemporary 


Craft & Design 

_ Purchase direct from the very best artists 

fg jj I ■ and craftmakers in the UK 



SEVENOAKS 
» 20 - 22 October 

11am to 5pm Friday 

10am to 5pm Weekend • Admission £4.00 
Signposted from A225 • FREE PARKING 



FREE ENTRY WITH THIS ADVERT! 


For one adult. To qualify please complete and hand in on entry to show. 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. (Ref: KOS17) 

Email 


www.craftinfocus.com t : 01622 747325 


For more Job Opportunities visit us online at... jobs24.co.uk 
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Oh Geno! Star's Deal date 


R&B star Geno Washington will 
play Deal’s Astor Theatre on 
October 27. 

Tickets for the show are on 
sale now and cost £19 or £25 to 
get VIP balcony seats for the 
performance. 



Laughs are a Revelation 


ASHFORD’s Revelation is launching a new 
Revels Comdy Club on October 27. 

The first show will feature comic Paul 
Kerensa, Rob Thomas, Bentley Browning and 
Ravi Holy. 

Tickets are £10 in advance or £12 on the 
door. 


Wonder of Stevie on stage 

SIGNED, Sealed, Delivered 
promises a non-stop homage to 
the legendary Stevie Wonder 
when it comes to Chatham’s 
Central Theatre on November 
16, featuring the vocal talents of 
Lejaune Andre. 



Christmas tree festival 

SMARDEN hosts its biennial Christmas tree 
festival on December 8-10, with the best of 
those on display being voted upon by visitors to 
the event. 

The keenly-contested competition takes 
place at St Michael’s Church and will feature 
more than 30 trees. 


Sweeney is Crazy For 
You on latest UK jaunt 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


CLAIRE Sweeney has been 
confirmed as the lead in a touring 
production of feel-good musical 
Crazy For You which plays at two 
Kent theatres next year. 

She will take over the role of 
Irene in the national tour of the 
Watermill Theatre’s acclaimed 
production, starring alongside 
Holby City and Waterloo Road star 
Tom Chambers and West End star 
Charlotte Wakefield. 

The production heads into 
Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre 
and then Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre in January. 

Described as “high energy, high 
kicking and gloriously glamor¬ 
ous”, Crazy For You has a score 
from the Gershwin brothers’ 
songbook. Mistaken identities, plot 
twists, heartbreak, happiness and 
a wealth of memorable tunes, 
including I Got Rhythm, They 
Can’t Take That Away From Me, 
Nice Work If You Can Get It and 
Embraceable You, all feature in 
this celebration of the great 
Broadway musicals. 

Best known for playing Lindsey 


Corkhill in Brookside, she has 
gone on to enjoy a varied televi¬ 
sion and stage career which has 
included playing Roxie Hart in the 
Chicago and Miss Adelaide in Guys 
and Dolls - both in the West End. 

Tom Chambers proved a hit in 
the West End version of Top Hat 
and, in 2008, won Strictly Come 
Dancing. 

Charlotte Wakefiled has won a 
host of Olivier Award nominations 
for performances in the likes of 
The Sound of Music at the open air 
theatre in Regent’s Park and 


Spring Awakening. 

Crazy For You is directed by the 
Watermill’s artistic director, Paul 
Hart, with musical arrangements 
by Catherine Jayes who worked on 
the The Colour Purple on Broad¬ 
way. It is choreographed by 
Nathan M. Wright and designed 
by Diego Pitarch. 

Tickets for both Canterbury, 
running January 16-20, and 
Dartford, January 23-27 are on 
sale now. Visit marlowetheatre. 
com and orchardtheatre.co.uk to 
book and for more details. 



HIT: Tom Chambers continues 
his run of success on stage 



SHOWS: Performances will be in 
Canterbury and Dartford 



Telephone: 01233 690270 07775 925589 
info@gmconstructionkent.co.uk 
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he Fizz: Still searchina for land of make believe 


They’ve had a rollercoaster career, but stars of Bucks Fizz are still serving up diet of catchy pop tunes 


I T’S 36 years since the original 
foursome delighted viewers 
across the continent with their 
skirt-ripping dance routine on 
the 1981 Eurovision Song Con¬ 
test, but the remaining members of 
pop legends Bucks Fizz agree that 
nothing has changed. 

Now re-branded The Fizz, original 
bandmates Cheryl Baker, Jay Aston, 
Mike Nolan and relative newcomer 
Bobby McVay (replacing Bobby G who 
took his former bandmates to court to 
win the rights to use the Bucks Fizz 
name) are returning to the spotlight 
with a comeback tour that promises 
fans a balance of, what Baker de¬ 
scribes as, “nostalgia” and “new stuff”. 

Not that they’ve really been away 
that long, having regularly performed 


at festivals over the years. 

The last two years have seen them 
back in the studio, working with ac¬ 
claimed songwriter Mike Stock on 
brand new record, The F-Z Of Pop. 

“We are a bit older,” admits 63-year- 
old Baker, who lives in Tunbridge 
Wells, “but the music hasn’t changed, 
the enthusiasm hasn’t changed and 
the fans haven’t changed - they’ve just 
got older with us.” 

“Everyone’s getting older,” adds 
Nolan, 62, who has a home in Than- 
et. “I think we’ve had a really good 36 
years actually, really enjoyable. We 
have had some ups and downs like 
everyone else, but it has been more 
fun than anything else.” 

Recently offered £1 million to reu¬ 
nite with Bobby G for a TV documen- 



TOURING: The Fizz feature three 
of the original four members 


tary series, the original trio turned it 
down flat such is the animosity which 
still exists between them. So for now 
they continue to perform as The Fizz. 

While they have all been on and off 
the stage and screen over the years - 
not to mention the throwback Eurovi¬ 
sion TV specials - it has been more 
than three decades since they brought 
their signature 1980s sound to some 
of Britain’s most major venues. And a 
lot has happened since then. 

There have been marriages, chil¬ 
dren and new branches on the career 
tree, with Baker especially becoming 
better known in recent years for her 
work as a television presenter, which 
included a stint on Celebrity Mas- 
terChefin 2012. 

While their diehard fans remain as 


loyal and ever, mothers Baker and 
Aston confess their musical legacy is 
little more than an uncool hangover 
from a bygone era in the eyes of their 
own children. 

On behalf of her teenager, Josie, 
56-year-old Aston says: “She used to 
be a fan until about two years ago. 

“There is a bit of bullying goes on at 
school about what her mum does ... 
they tease her. 

“She’s at that age where it’s all got 
to be cool, but we’re not really cool, 
are we?” 

Rather than mourn for the good old 
days, The Fizz see it as the perfect op¬ 
portunity to jump back into a gap in 
the market with another album due 
out in the new year and a Christmas 
single in the works. 


Portillo’s big night out 

FORMER government minister, turned 
writer and TV presenter, Michael 
Portillo, will be talking about his life at a 
special event in Ashford later this month. 

The man who was once tipped to become 
the next prime minister, will be appearing at 
Revelation on October 20 . 

The event will be followed by a question 
and answer session with the audience. 
Tickets are on sale now, priced at £17. 


Get ready for pop party 

I POP Divas Live rolls into Gravesend on 
October 23, with performers paying 
tribute to the likes of Katy Perry, Adele, 

Taylor Swift, Ariana Grande, Little Mix and 
Rihanna. 

The show at the Woodville stars five 
performers imitating the superstars in what is 
described as a “non-stop pop party”. 

Tickets for the show, which starts at 
6.30pm, are on sale now 


Hislop in conversation 

BEST-selling author Victoria Hislop will 
be in conversation at Tunbridge Wells’ 
Trinity Theatre next Thursday, October 12. 

The writer will appear to discuss her 
newly-published paperback novel, Cartes 
Postales From Greece. 

Mrs Hislop lives in Sissinghurst and is 
married to the Have I Got News For You team 
captain, and editor of the satirical Private 
Eye, Ian Hislop. 


Libertines prove a hit 

REVIEWS of last weekend’s By The Sea 
Festival in Margate were glowing for 
headliners The Libertines. 

The band, whose Sunday night show was 
switched from Dreamland to the Winter 
Gardens, played a two-hour set to an 
appreciative crowd. The NME described the 
performance as “a relentlessly boisterous 
show” from a band who recently bought a 
local hotel with plans to turn it into a studio. 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Room G46, The 
Panorama, 130 Park Street, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8EZ 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


It makes sense to 
raise speed limits 

OF course the motorway speed limit 
should be raised [KoS 01.10], why 
are we lagging behind other EU 
countries - cannot British drivers be 
trusted? 

Why would a country as sophisti¬ 
cated as Germany, allow much 
higher speeds on its autobahns, if it 
was so dangerous? 

This has led to their car manufac¬ 
turers creating some of the safest and 
most desirable cars in the world. 

Perhaps it might lead to better lane 
discipline on motorways and 
certainly the faster you drive the 
more attention is paid to the road, 
instead of just looking at lorry wheel 
nuts as you creep pass. 

While some of the speeds quoted in 
your article might be good for 
headlines, no mention is mentioned 
of prevailing traffic conditions. 

On a deserted summer’s morning 
motorway, in a suitable car, is it so 
bad to do some of the speeds 
mentioned? 

Every year brings thousands more 
reduced or extended speed limits, yet 
nationally road deaths are up four per 
cent and are the highest since 2011. 

Better to concentrate on how 
vehicles are being driven, than a 
mindless obsession for speed limits. 

Kent Police’s superintendent Phil 
Hibbens is quoted as saying: 
“Exceeding the speed limit is 
irresponsible, and speeding at 
lOOmph or more is extremely 
dangerous.” 

Is he saying that his officers are 
driving dangerously when on duty 
and reach similar speeds? 

Perhaps his instutitionlised view, 
is that all drivers are dangerous 
regardless of their experience or 
proven driving skills? 

Terry Hudson, 
Whitstable 

But limits are 
there for safety 

NO doubt you will have letters in 
your paper this week calling for 
increased speed limits following your 
article on speeding cars. 

There are some people who seem 
to have no grasp on the fact that the 
faster you go, the less chance you 
have of avoiding any sort of obstacle 
in the road - be that rubble fallen off 
the back of a truck, a pedestrian or 
an animal not well versed in the 
ways of the Highway Code. 

Speed limits are there to protect us 
from reckless behaviour from people 
whose only interest is getting from A 
to B quickly and no thought that there 
could be anything, or anyone, who 
may find themselves in their way. 

P Sutton, 
Tunbridge Wells 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
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Is a reformed EU the 
best way forward? 




/ 


I AM probably taking my life in my 
hands here, because even broaching 
the subjects of Brexit or Manston 
aerodrome tends to bring out the 
resolute believers in both 
arguments. 

I will admit to being sceptical on 
Brexit and like many English, not 
beloved of the EU commission 
either. I actually believe that may be 
the view of many of the electorate 
both here and in Europe. 

I would be less sceptical if there 
had been a plan behind all the 
rhetoric of Brexit, but alas it seems 
we are floundering as the EU is not 
responding to the blandishments or 
threats made to it, which our 
negotiating team appear to believe 
will work in our favour. 

The latest offer and here, I can 
hardly believe team UK can keep a 
straight face, is our steadfast 
support on defence, intelligence and 
diplomacy. 

This from a government that has 
run down our conventional forces 
(carriers with no planes, destroyers 

Brexit is answer 
not the problem 

EVER since joining the Common 
Market, that over the past 43 years 
morphed into the European Union, 
we have been told by europhiles we 
are incapable of running our affairs 
without the assitance of this 
organisation. 

The MP for Thanet North, Sir 
Roger Gale, goes so far as to say that 
without the EU we could not keep 
our hospitals open and our tomatoes 
would wither on the vine. A 
statement not worthy of reply. 


with inadequate generators and 
armoured cars with duff engines) 
and has Boris Johnson as foreign 
secretary. 

As for intelligence that may be 
true, but this is difficult to evaluate 
from the outside. 

Perhaps if we accepted that, like 
any jilted partner, the EU feels upset 
and angry, we might find a way 
forward and get a deal which both 
sides can live with. 

Europe is changing itself and that 
may be our salvation. 

The Bombardier case shows that 
unless a good deal is struck, large 
countries like the USA will impose 
their will, irrespective of the World 
Trade Organisation: therefore the 
UK needs to mend fences or it may 
find key parts of its economy and 
sovreignty is decided and controlled 
in Washington or Beijing in an 
arbitary manner far worse, than the 
process led alleged iniquities of 
Brussels. 

George Nokes 

Dover 


He advocates an open door policy 
despite the fact the electorate voted 
to take back control of our borders. 

So much for democracy. 

Control of our borders does not 
mean that foreigners would be 
barred from Britain, but they would 
be vetted to determine their suitabil¬ 
ity for residence here. There is 
nothing objectionable about this. 

Such a policy would prevent 
criminal elements and others with 
bad intent from entering our midst. 

No country, however well 
intentioned, can cope with unlimited 
immigration - commonsense tells us 
that much. 


It was a mistake of mammoth 
propotions to open our borders to the 
population of the continent of 
Europe. Even the arch europhile 
Tony Blair now accepts this. 

What is objectionable here is to be 
told by MPs and others in thrall to 
the EU, that the British are “unwill¬ 
ing to work hard”. 

However, it is not without humour 
when one considers that MPs have 
more leisure time than Bertie 
Wooster - paid for from the public 
purse. 

All self-respecting nations put the 
right to govern themselves above all. 
Tens of thousands of our country¬ 
men died to ensure we remained a 
sovereign state. It was a betrayal of 
them when we handed our sover¬ 
eignty to the totalitarian European 
Union. 

Now we have voted to leave the EU, 
it is incumbent on Theresa May and 
her ministers to get on with carrying 
out the democratically expressed will 
of the electorate. 

Robert Muir, 

Westgate on Sea 

Are you devoid of 
compassion? 

T WATSON’s letter on live exports 
and Brexit was a stupid comparison 
[KoS, letters, 17.09]. 

The writer of that letter needs to do 
more research before putting pen to 
paper. Farmers do not “need” to 
export live animals and to say so is a 
load of rubbish. 

Anyone condoning live animal 
exports, whoever that person may 
be, is devoid of any compassion. We 
are talking greed, with money, as 
usual being the root cause. 

Those in favour of this long 
standing, vile trade, should put 
themselves forward to join one of the 
hell on Earth trips. Form an orderly 
queue behind T Watson and 
remember your camera. 

Remember too Jill Phipps, who 
gave her life years ago protesting. An 
unsung hero. 

Mary McNulty, 

Brenchley 

No one will miss 
the Goodwins 


THE Goodwin Sands ‘we’ll miss then 
when they’ve gone’?! {KoS, letters 
last week]. 

Have the writers who think it’s so 
terrible to use a little sand of a 
sandbank any idea of the difficulty of 
navigating in the Thames Estuary? 
All over the world thousands of ships 
in the past foundered on rocks and 
coast, so should they all be turned 
into heritage sites? 

Lesley Jameson, 
Faversham 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
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No Mowing, Weeding or Watering! 


Trade & Retail Welcome • Free No Obligation Quote • Turf and Top Soil Available 

Gorse Hill • Farningham • Kent • DA4 OJU Opposite Scratchers Lane 

gorsehillnursery.co.uk 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 



Quick 


Across 

21. Superintend (7) 

6. Rock (7) 

7. Madness (5) 

22. Fat (5) 

11. Pleas (10) 

8. Beware! (4,3) 


13. Monotony (8) 

9. Precisely (7) 

Down 

14. Thick jersey (7) 21. 

10. Worth (5) 

1. Detached (10) 

16. Count (6) 

12. Styptic (10) 

2. Informer (5) 

17. Fluctuate (5) 

15. Gossip (10) 

3. Divide (4) 

20. Increase (4) 22 ■ 

18. Memorise (5) 

4. Instrumentalist (6) 


19. Nomad (7) 

5. Persuade (8) 



Cryptic 

Across 

7. Liquor taken by 
graduate to dance (5) 

8. Country labourer gives 
vegetables to worker? 
(7) 

9. Meat with no veins 
minced (7) 

10. Drain different 
currency (5) 

12. Closely guarded 
knowledge about the 
ocean? (4,6) 

15. Badge taken from 
garment that wouldn’t 
reach the legs? (4,2,4) 

18. Give weapons again to 
1000 at the back (5) 

19. Victory by monarch 
with one eye closed 
(7) 

Not uniform in fortune, 
qualities etc. (7) 

That doctor should 
back a team is self- 
evident truth (5) 


Down 

1. Transport for the 
ordinary soldier? (7,3) 

2. Alter final part of 
telegram (5) 

3. Free ticket allowing 
father on ship (4) 

4. Unlock the door to 
freer speech? (4,2) 

5. Made yard untidy in 
reverie (8) 

6. Apparently the French 
have wet washing (7) 

11. Fland back hunting 
bag at second leg 
match (6,4) 

13. So big could give us 
no more (8) 

14. Appearing nude in 
awful act in floor show 
(7) 

16. A woven fabric 
produced just when 
one wants (2,4) 

17. lam seen in 
illuminated boundary 
(5) 

20. Simple but attractive 
without water (4) 


CODEWORD 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 
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Arrowword 


Rug 
Oily fish 


r 


r 


Scottish 

city 


u 


enforcem- 

(abbr.) 


Fractured 

~~r~ 


Highest 

singing 


Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


SUDOKU 
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Battleships 


Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 
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Word Spiral 
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Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. Mass of bread 

9. Care for 

2. Movie 

10. Soft feathers 

3. Temperate 

11. Close 

4. Blunt 

12. Lion’s cry 

5. Heavy metal 

13. Chessman 

6. Percussion instrument 

14. Slay 

7. Legend 

15. Endure 

8. Stop 

16. Notify 


Keyword clue: A country 


Hard 


Easy 





5 



2 





4 



6 

3 







3 


9 

8 


2 





1 

8 


6 


5 






9 


4 


1 

9 





3 


6 

7 


8 







2 

6 



4 





3 



2 






6 

7 


3 


4 





9 



1 


6 

7 

2 




4 




3 

7 


2 


5 



9 

6 


3 

4 

1 


2 


8 


8 

5 




7 







9 

8 



5 

4 

5 

2 


6 



8 





8 


7 


6 

3 



Solutions 


puenoH 
:pjo/wAe>| ||ej_ qv 
Tseng f ton :>|ooy 
£1 beoy z\ TeeN 
n :umoo of spuej. 6 
Tph 8 :li^iai l :waia 

9 :pee-| g Mina P 
■PINAI e ‘wild Z T B0_ 1 l- 
|BJ|ds PJOM 

0=93 ‘A=S3 ‘X-PZ 
‘H=£Z ‘d=33 ‘S=IZ 
‘d=03 ‘0=61- ‘3=81- 
‘\=ll ‘0=91- ‘N=St 

‘n=n T=st £ iai=3u 

‘A=I4 ‘>1=01- ‘1=6 
V =8 Z =L ‘9=9 ‘a=S 
‘ 1 = 1 ? ‘y=e ‘o=3 ‘m=i. 

pjOMdpOQ 

■MOJ0 03 be abm IV 
beqiunN 91. bejeeMS 
H isseueiuBS 
£V isejjeejjug w 
bepinog 9 ieoujAuoo 
g beAeid p :ped £ 


:>lB0us 3 :ieuosjediui 
V :u/v\oa -esaqo 
ZZ :eesj0Ao 1.3 
1ubj6!|/\| 61- :ujB0i 
Si. :j 06 uolusm 0 n 

91 Tue6uujsv 31- 
len|BA Of Aipexg 
6 Tno >1001 8 

:b!UB|/\| l :ssojov 
>pmo 
ieeN 03 UlLUR 
LV :il!M IV 91 UejeqBQ 
PI isnoiujoug £i 
ieiueB ujnjey vv 
:Ajpunei 9 iiueejpABa 
g :dn uado p issBd £ 
ipueiuv 3 beo ejBAUd 
l. :u/v\oa -luojxv ZZ 
iienbeupi VZ ^6u|>|U!/\a 
GV iuueey 8 f isnue 
jo jboq g 1 Uejoes 
deea zv beuia of 

:uosjU0A 6 Tueseed 
8 ieqiuny j_ :ssojov 

OjidAjo 
pjoMssojQ eiqnoa 


6 

s 

9 

2 

V 

L 

8 

P 

8 

8 

L 

V 

8 

6 

9 

2 

l 

S 

S 

e 

V 

S 

8 

17 

L 

9 

6 

8 

2 

s 

L 

9 

6 

V 

8 

P 

V 

6 

L 

8 

P 

2 

9 

S 

8 

9 

V 

8 

V 

S 

8 

6 

L 

2 

L 

8 

6 

V 

8 

V 

S 

2 

9 

S 

1. 

8 

9 

2 

8 

V 

6 

L 

V 

9 

2 

6 

L 

S 

8 

8 

V 


V 

8 

9 

S 

L 

2 

8 

6 

P 

6 

L 

8 

P 

V 

9 

8 

2 

9 

P 

S 

2 

8 

8 

6 

V 

L 

9 

2 

P 

V 

L 

6 

8 

9 

S 

8 

S 

8 

L 

2 

9 

V 

P 

8 

6 

9 

6 

8 

8 

S 

P 

2 

V 

L 

8 

1- 

6 

9 

P 

L 

S 

8 

2 

L 

9 

S 

V 

2 

8 

6 

P 

8 

8 

2 

P 

6 

8 

S 

L 

9 

V 


pjBH - n>)opns 


Aseg - n>|opns 



1 

3 

9 


3 

a 

0 


N 

3 

3 

a 

y 

3 

a 

V 

V 

td 

a 


1 

>i 

s 



H 


1 

1 

0 

V 

0 

O 

1 

N 

n 


V 



1 


3 

1 

1 

y 

1 


1 

3 

a 

3 

>i 

0 

V 

IAI 

V 


M 


n 


IAI 



P J OMMOJJ V 


38 Week ending October 8,2017 


North & West 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 











































































































































































































































































TV&lifestyle travel 


The year I forgot 
to do Christmas 

Natalie Sadler enjoyed a white Christmas in an 
Italian sld resort instead of turkey at home... 


C hristmas is over-rated. 
There I have said it. 

I am not really a fan of 
turkey, I despise the excess 
consumerism and I hate the 
over-indulgence. So last year, while 
everyone else was wrapping last- 
minute presents, searching for parking 
spaces at Tesco or fighting over the last 
light-up Christmas tree jumper in 
Primark, we were headed for the Italian 
ski resort of Sestriere. 

We were greeted by unprecedented 
snow fall which guaranteed us a white 
Christmas and, being the first week of 
the season, they were fairly quiet, even 
on Christmas Day. 

So alluring were the slopes that on 
Christmas morning my step-daughter 
shunned her scaled-back pile of gifts 
and asked if it was time to go skiing. 

The resort is part of the Milky Way 
ski area. From Sestriere you can ski to 
neighbouring Claviere; the lively Sauze 
D’oulx and even nip over the border to 
Montgenvre. 


SESTRIERE. 


But there was a snag, this time 
around I was leaving the skiing to the 
other members of my family while I 
was grounded in the resort thanks to 
my burgeoning baby bump. 

It was heart-wrenching seeing such 
perfect conditions and not being able to 
board but I looked at it as an opportu¬ 
nity to uncover the hidden delights of 
this quiet Alpine village. 

Sestriere offers many restaurants, 
cafes and shops plus a municipal swim¬ 
ming pool, several spas and even an ice 
rink (though out-of-bounds for me too). 

The pool is a 10 to 15 minute walk 
from the Hotel Du Col where we stayed, 
and was basic but clean. Entry was just 
a few Euros. 

From the hotel, you can meander to 
the lower area where the ski schools 
meet and where the former Olympic 
village apartments are. If you are first¬ 
time skiers, the trip down can be a chal¬ 
lenge. A hotel in the lower part of the 
resort would work better for younger 
families. 



NATALIE SADLER Fancy Christinas in 
took in the Italy? Crystal Ski Holi¬ 
days (www.crystalski. 
co.uk; 020 8610 3123) 


MOUNTAIN VIEWS 
ON HER DAILY 
WALKS AROUND 


The company is 
offering a week’s half 
board at the four-star 
Hotel Du Col in Ses¬ 
triere from £679 per 
person (based on two 
sharing) including 
flights from Gatwick 
to Turin and transfers 
(price given is for 
departure on April 8, 
2018). 

Direct flights avail¬ 
able from all major 
UK airports. 


But more competent skiers can glide 
out of the hotel and zoom down to the 
first lift to take them straight up into 
the mountains. 

I made it my mission to walk down 
and back at least once a day, enjoying 
unspoilt mountain views and stopping 
occasionally to sample the delicacy that 
is Italian hot chocolate. 

The rooms at the Hotel Du Col had 
been refurbished and were pristine, 
airy and spacious. Breakfast and 
dinner were buffet-style and food was 
plentiful, if a little mass-produced. 

The attentive waiters make a fuss of 
all the children and spotting our 


nightly battle to encourage ours to eat, 
they offered to cook anything she 
wanted and even made her fresh pasta. 
That kind of service you cannot fault. 

Wine and soft drinks are served with 
the meal but choice is limited so if you 
are sticking with the lime and soda, 
take one with you from the bar. 

Dessert time was a fanfare, with a 
procession of kitchen staff carrying it 
in while guests literally rushed to join 
the queue. 

For reference, afternoon tea is also 
included in the package but it failed to 
impress and we preferred to save space 
for dessert. 


Just outside the back door is a great 
sledging and play area. 

On Christmas afternoon a mass 
snow ball fight was organised (I think 
my husband may have been responsi¬ 
ble) and the scene was like something 
from a cheesy American movie with 
new friends teaming up to build arse¬ 
nals of ammunition before launching 
their assaults on the enemy. 

It was the antithesis of everything I 
hate about a traditional British 
Christmas and proved that kids don’t 
need half a toy shop to keep them busy 
- a fresh dusting of snow and a bum 
board will do. 



Find 


over... 


... painters and decorators 

in Kent on localsearch24. 


local search 24.co.uk 

your trusted local directory 


localsearch24 business database January 2015 
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holidays 






Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


GN Holidays & Voyages are taking over Warner's Bembridge Coast hotel again in early 
January 2018 - our 10th year in a row. Our must-do annual party, for over 40s only, has 
guests returning year after year to 'Carry On' celebrating the New Year. With a packed 
entertainment programme featuring original 60s bands Union Gap UK and The 
Cufflinks plus The Beached Boys, Vicki Lambert's tribute to 60s divas, great food. Free 
drinks from 6pm to midnight nightly, and free car ferry crossing, a great start to 2018 
is assured. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights 
standard en-suite chalet - upgrade to main hotel building from £30pp • 3 breakfasts & 3 
dinners • Free car ferry crossing • Free parking 


The beautiful Suffolk coast is the location for Corton Coastal Village which has all the 
easy atmosphere of a holiday home, and the creature comforts Warner is famous for. 
Built on a chalet theme, the rooms have clapboard design, with fresh pastel interiors, 
and many have terraces overlooking the sea. Our 60s Sounds party weekend - for 
over 40s only - is packed with entertainment. We've lined up a brilliant showbill 
featuring 60s bands Union Gap UK, the New Honeycombs and Roy Carter (ex-Drifters 
& Foundations). With non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to Sunday 
evening and free drinks every night, this is going to be a party weekend to remember. 
INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights 
en-suite chalet - upgrades available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners ■ Free parking 


Bringing On BackTheGood 
Times All Star 60s Party 

Warner Bembridge, Isle of Wight 

21 Sept, 201 8- Quote: BE9-K0S 

Join us at Warner Bembridge as our summer of fun continues with a packed 
entertainment programme featuring 60s sensation Marty Wilde and The Wildcats, 
Steve Ellis supported by Vanity Fare and Union Gap UK. With Free drinks from 
6pm to midnight every evening, great entertainment and a free car ferry crossing, 
here's a party to add extra sizzle to your summer. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme • 3 
nights en-suite chalet - upgrade to main hotel building available • 3 breakfasts & 3 
dinners • Free car ferry • Free parking 

kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


Isle of Wight Sounds 
of the 60s Carry on New Year Party 

Warner Bembridge, Isle of Wight 

Friday 5 January, 2018* Quote: BE1 -KOS 


Holidays offered by 


Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -AT0L9362 

info@gnvoyages.com 

www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


®ABTA 




Bringing On Back 
The 60s & 70s Party 

Warner Lakeside, Haying Island 

20 April, 2018- Quote: LK4-K0S 

GREAT entertainment, good food and a setting in 32 acres of grounds near the 
sea make Warner's Lakeside resort on the South Coast perfect for a spring 
getaway. Entertainment includes New Amen Corner's new show Bringing On 
Back The 60s plus a tribute to Abba and more. Add FREE drinks from 6pm- 
midnight and an allocated table for dining and entertainment that's yours for 
the weekend and this is one party you won't want to miss. Over-40s only. 
INCLUDED: FREE bar 6pm-midnight every night - selected branded beers and 
spirits, house wine by the glass, selected soft drinks and mixers • Full entertainment 
programme • 3 nights standard en-suite chalet accommodation - upgrades 
available • 3 breakfasts and 3 dinners • Free parking 
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WARNER 


HOTELS 


Suffolk 60s 
Seaside Party 

Warner Corton, Suffolk Coast 

23 February, 2018 • Quote: C02-K0S 
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POPULAR: Renault Twingo Iconic Special Edition 
is the new range-topping version of the characterful 
city car. Pictures: Renault 


conic snecia 


on loins 


E~\ 


range 


wi 


WITH the attraction of smaller cars getting big¬ 
ger for motorists, Renault has added a new Iconic 
Special Edition version to the Twingo line-up. 

This new range-topping option for the city car 
comes packed with standard equipment plus 
£2,825 worth of extra kit, saving £740. 

It is set apart from the rest of the range with ex¬ 
clusive Iconic crosshatch-patterned part-leather 
seats, floor mats with a mint green Twingo motif 
and matching coloured accents around the cabin. 

The Iconic gains a fabric folding sunroof in the 
same pattern as the interior, exclusive 16in alloy 
wheels, crosshatched Iconic side decals and elec¬ 
trically-folding door mirrors. 

Technology includes R-Link satellite naviga¬ 
tion, climate control, automatic headlights and 
wipers and electric front windows and electric 
heated mirrors. Front fog lights, DAB radio, Blue¬ 
tooth, cruise control and speed limiter are all also 
a part of the Twingo Iconic package. 

For those looking to personalise the Twingo 
Iconic front and side skirts, extended wheel arch¬ 
es and rear diffuser cost £250, lane departure 
warning £150 and heated front seats and front 
passenger Isofix point £250. 

Under the boot floor of the rear-engined, rear- 
wheel drive Twingo Iconic Special Edition is a 


0.9-litre, three-cylinder, turbo petrol engine, 
producing 9OPS and 135Nm of torque, which 
makes it capable of 0-60mph in 10.8 seconds 
and 103mph flat out. 

It’s available with a choice of a five-speed 
manual or six-speed dual-clutch automatic 
gearboxes. The manual has economy and C02 


emission figures of 65.7mpg combined and 99g/ 
km - for the automatic they are 58.9mpg and 
108g/km. 

Priced £14,595 for the manual and £15,515 
for the automatic, the Twingo Iconic Special 
comes with Renault’s four-year, 100,000-mile 
warranty. 
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TOYOTA SCRAPPAGE 
SCHEME AT MOTORLINE 


Trade in your old car for a Neui Toyota and 

SAVEto£4,000 


r i 



SCRAP OLD 

DRIVE NEW 


TOYOTA 

SCAAPPAGC SCMfcMC 



ALWAYS A 

BETTER WAY 


If your current vehicle is 7 years or older you 
qualify for the Toyota Scrappage scheme. 

As well as saving up to £4,000 you can take 
advantage of other fantastic offers such as 
0% APR representative. 

Book your test drive today. 



Motorline Toyota Canterbury Motorline Toyota Tunbridge Wells Motorline Toyota Ashford 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7PX Dowding Way Tunbridge Wells, Kent,TN2 3UY The Crescent, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent, TN24 OSN 

01227 389710 01892321204 01233 215632 

UfUiUi.mOtOrline.CO.Uk/tOyOta _f W Find us on Facebook&Tuiitter 


If you trade-in any car or commercial Vehicle that was registered up to and including 31st December 2009 you can receive between £1,000 and £4,000 (saving dependent on model chosen and incl VAT) scrappage saving off the Recommended On The Road 

5 year Price of a New Toyota. Offer available on all new Toyota passenger cars and commercial vehicles, excluding base grades (Active and X). New Toyota vehicle must be ordered and registered between 1st September 2017 and 31st December 2017. To qualify 

for the scheme the owner of the trade-in vehicle must be named as the registered keeper and resident at the UK address shown on the Vehicle Registration Document (V5) and have owned the trade-in vehicle for a minimum of 6 months before the new 
UUUtR AN1V Toyota order date. The new vehicle must be registered in the same name. Offer not available in conjunction with any other customer saving programme or finance deposit allowance. Available to retail customers only. For further information please contact 

your local Motorline location. 



AUTO BODY REPAIR & PAINT SPECIALISTS 


Unit 4 Stafford Close 
Fairwood Industrial Estate 
Ashford 
Kent TN23 4PP 


01233 63900 
www.alpharapidrepair.com 
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Crossland X-pands Vauxhall SUV range 

Vauxhairs ever-growing SUV family has welcomed another new arrival, with the 
compact Crossland X crossover replacing the Meriva multi-purpose vehicle 



M otoring is taking a 

new direction with 
crossovers and sport 
utility vehicles all the 
rage at the expense of 
multi-purpose vehicles and people- 
carriers. 

Vauxhairs Crossland X, an all-new 
compact crossover, replaces the 
Meriva MPV, as it becomes the latest 
marque to go for a three-model SUV 
family with the mid-range Mokka X 
also soon to be joined by a large 
Grandland X. 

The Crossland X shares its 
running gear and engines with 
Citroen’s new C3 Aircross, another 
compact crossover replacing the C3 
Picasso MPV. 

The Crossland X doesn’t seem 
much smaller than Mokka X but is 
aimed at different customers. 
Front-wheel drive and 16cm shorter 
than Astra hatchback, it’s more 
suited to urban driving. 

Mokka X, also offered with 
all-wheel drive, is higher with larger 
wheels so better suited for getting off 
the beaten track. 

The Citroen/Peugeot engines are 
81PS and turbo 110 and 130PS 
1.2-litre, three-cylinder petrol and 
99 and 12OPS 1.6-litre, four-cylinder 


turbo diesel. 

The HOPS petrol engine will be 
popular and the only one offered 
with an automatic transmission 
option. 

It needs to be worked to feel lively 
but still returned 45mpg. 


The low-speed ride is seriously 
oversensitive to poor surfaces but 
improves with speed but never feels 
totally settled. 

Handling is generally well 
mannered but the Crossland X is 
happiest scooting around in traffic 



rather than buzzing along B-roads. 

If you’re after a roomy, compact 
car, the Crossland X ticks all the 
boxes. 

There’s enough rear legroom for 
two large adults, although three in 
the back is a squeeze. 


Price: from £ 16,555 

Engine tested: l,199cc, HOPS, 
three-cylinder turbo petrol 
with five-speed manual gear¬ 
box 

Performance: 0-62mph 10.6 

seconds; top speed 117mph 
MPG: Urban 50.4; extra urban 
67.3; combined 58.9 
C02 emissions: 109g/km 


The deep boot is a class-leading 
410 litres but, with entry SE model 
not having a height-adjustable boot 
floor panel, there’s a tall sill and the 
60/40 folded seat backs step up from 
the boot floor as the load bay grows 
to 1,255 litres. 

Vauxhall has come into the 
compact crossover market late, and 
there are still a lot more models in 
the wings, but the Griffin badge and 
popularity of the bigger Mokka X will 
help make Crossland X a contender. 


#SMAU-VICTORIES 


affording 
the CAR YOU 

ALW AYS 

WANTED 


We buy any car too, 
but we pay £1000 more* 

Buy any new car from us and we’ll give you £1000 more 
than the leading online car buying service will for yours. 

Simply contact us and we’ll sort the rest. 

Isn't life brilliant. 


Plus Vauxhall pay 

£ 2,000 

towards your deposit 


4.2% APR 

Representative Flexible PCP* 



Go Vauxhall Chislehurst 

Perry Street 
Chislehurst BR7 6HB 

0208 302 0911 
www.govauxhall.co.uk 


Go Vauxhall Edenbridge 

Station Road 
Edenbridge TN8 6HL 

01732 782431 
www.govauxhall.co.uk 


Go Vauxhall Sevenoaks 

Mill Road 

Sevenoaks TN13 2UZ 

01732 447963 
www.govauxhall.co.uk 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Astra SRi 1.4i Turbo (150PS): 
Urban: 38.7 (7.3), Extra-urban: 62.8 (4.5), Combined: 51.4 (5.5). C0 2 emissions: 128g/km. # 

All of the following retailers are acting as a credit broker and not a lender: Go Motor Retailing Limited trading as Go Vauxhall Chislehurst, Go Motor Retailing Limited trading as Go Vauxhall Edenbridge, Go Motor Retailing Limited trading as Go Vauxhall 
Sevenoaks. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. 

‘Offer subject to availability at participating Retailers only. Personal Contract Purchase. Finance subject to status, Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, CF15 7YT. 24-48 month term available. Vauxhall Deposit Contribution only 
available when vehicle financed through Vauxhall Finance. At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle, ii) Return the vehicle, or iii) Replace: Part Exchange the vehicle where equity is available. UK- 
supplied vehicles only. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. Offer excludes Astra Design and Astra Tech Line. Offers available 
on orders or registrations between 3 October and 18 December 2017. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU regulated test data is provided for comparison 
purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. tOffer only on part-exchange for new 
passenger car orders from 3 October, which are subsequently registered by 31 December. On top of other offers excluding Scrappage, Partners and Associates discounts and B2B. The vehicle must be subject to an appraisal of its true condition at a Vauxhall 
participating Retailer. The offer will be £1,000 more than WeBuyAnyCar.Com’s valuation based on the true appraisal. Participating Retailers only. Terms and Conditions apply. See Vauxhall.co.uk/webuyanycartoo. Correct at time of going to press. 
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You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA I Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 

Application for Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that The Ballroom Ltd has applied to Canterbury 
City Council for the GRANT of a Premises Licence to operate the 
following Regulated Activities: Plays, films, live and recorded music, the 
performance of dance, indoor sporting events and the supply of alcohol on 
the premises only between 09.00 and 02.00hrs Monday to Saturday and 
on Sundays 9.00 and 00:00. Late Night Refreshment between 23.00 and 
02.30hrs Monday to Saturday and on Sundays 23:00 and 00:30 with one 
extra hour for all Regulated Activities at the end of the day on the Sunday 
of the Easter Bank Holiday, the two May Bank Holidays and the August 
Bank Holiday. On New Year’s Eve: to continue from the end of trading 
until the beginning of trading on New Year’s Day; all at the following 
premises: The Ballroom, 15 Orange Street, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2JA. 
A register of licensing applications can be inspected at www.canterbury. 
gov.uk/licensing or at Council Offices, Military Road, Canterbury, Kent 
CT1 1YW tel. 01227 862000 by appointment with the Licensing Team 
between 10am and 4pm Monday to Friday. Any person wishing to submit 
representations to this application must give notice in writing to the address 
shown above, giving in detail the grounds of objection by 31/10/2017. 
The Council will not entertain representations where the writer requests 
that their identity remains anonymous. Copies of all representations will 
be included in the papers presented to the Licensing Sub Committee and 
will therefore pass into the public domain. Representations must relate 
to one or more of the four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of crime 
and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance and the 
protection of children from harm. 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 

Application for Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Arben Saliu of Due Amici Ristorante, 
Hop Farm, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Tonbridge TNI2 6PY 
has applied to Tonbridge & Mailing Borough Council for the 
GRANT of a premises licence for Live Music, recorded music every 
day from 17:00 hours until 02:00 hours. For late night refreshment 
everyday from 23:00 hours until 02:00 hours. For sale of alcohol 
everyday from 08:00 hours until 02:00 hours. Opening times every 
day from 08:00 hours until 02:30 hours for the Premises Hop Farm 
/ Paddock Wood, TN12 6PY 

Any person wishing to submit representations about the proposals 
should make them in writing to: Licensing Services, Gibson Drive, 
Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent ME 19 4LZ giving in detail the 
grounds of objection by 01/11/2017 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with an application. The maximum fine for which a 
person is liable on summary of conviction for the offence is £5000. 


Doves 

Funeral Directors 


Serving your local community since 1985 

Ashford 

01233 884631 

54-56 Kingsnorth Road, Kent TN23 6HT 

Call us for advice and support 
24 hours a day 

Prepaid funeral plans available 


\( dovesfunerals.co.uk (J) 


For more Job Opportunities 

in your local area visit... 

jobs l4.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


RONALD PLAYFORD 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 
any persons having a claim 
against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, 
late of Hanningfield Retirement 
Home 99 London Road 
Sittingboume Kent, who died on 
18/04/2017, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to 
the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 15/12/2017, after which 
date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had 
notice. COUNTY SOLICITORS 
29-31 High Street Rainham Kent 
ME8 7HX (Ref: PLA34/1) 


RUSSELL ANDERSON 
YOUNG (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 
any persons having a claim 
against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, 
late of 212 High Street Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AX, who died on 
03/05/2017, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing 
to the undersigned Solicitors 
on or before 15/12/2017, after 
which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only 
to claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. COUNTY 
SOLICITORS 29-31 High 
Street Rainham Kent ME8 7HX 
(Ref: PLA34/1) 


To advertise in this section 

©01233 653465 


BRITELITE WINDOWS 


REQUIRE 


WINDOWS FITTERS 

EXPERIENCE AND A POSITIVE ATTITUDE TO YOUR 
WORK ARE ESSENTIAL MUST BE MTC COMPLAINT 


CONTACT MOBILE: 07400390109 

NATHAN ALC0CK OFFICE: 01622 350965 / 01622 663399 



Move in on 
your customers. 
Think local. 



of people spend half or 
more of their income 
within lO miles 
of their homes. 


of people take action 
. on advertising in 
local media. 


the voice of 
_local media 

For more information on the power of local newspapers 
and their websites go to www.lovinglocal.co.uk 

Source: Loving Local Research 2011/Newspaper Society/Crowd DNA. 

Base: All respondents. Sample: 4971 
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Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. 
We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Staff Nurse Ward (Margate) 

Part Time - 30 hours per week Salary - Dependent on experience 

Closing Date - TBC Interview Date - TBC 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of surgical/medical 
procedures 

• Demonstrates a patient focus approach 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Ability to work independently and as part of a multi-disciplinary team 

• Committed to providing a quality clinical service 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Liz Justice, Ward Manager on 01843 235012. 

Business Office Administrator (Dover) 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week Salary - £16,647.57 per annum 

Closing date -12 October 2017 Interview date - 19 October 2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Mathematics and English (GCSE or equivalent) grade C or above 

• 2+ years’ experience in an administration environment 

• Excellent IT Skills including use of Email, Internet and Microsoft Applications 

• Organised and Methodical 

• Excellent Customer Service Skills 

Please note the interview will include a basic PC and aptitude test. 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Gemma Preston, Business Office Manager, on 01304 222682, or 

Joanna Hardman (Wed-Fri), Senior Business Office Administrator on 01304 222673. 

Previous applicants need not apply 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Daisy Bannister, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222 690 or E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 




NCA 


National Crime Agency 


G5 Investigators x 9 vacancies 

Project INVIGOR (vacancy reference - HP16575LW) 


Location: Kent 

Closing Date: Midday 12 / 10/2017 

Salary: PIPI or equivalent - £24,964 I PIP2 or equivalent - up to £30,626 


Where existing Civil Servants apply on transfer to the NCA at the equivalent grade, 
pay principles on Civil Service transfers will apply. All other salary offers will be made 
within the advertised band. 


Summary 

The NCA leads the UK’s fight to cut serious and organised crime including, 
people smuggling and human trafficking. Project INVIG0R is the NCA-led UK law 
enforcement Taskforce response to organised immigration crime (OIC). 
Opportunities now exist to join the Project INVIGOR Dedicated Investigation Team 
focussed on OIC, with the aims of pursuing and prosecuting those crime groups 
which present the most significant risk. 

The Investigator role will include the handling of intelligence and the development of 
operational plans to tackle OIC, working with partner agencies, managing risk and 
gathering evidence to prosecute the individuals and gangs involved. 
Candidates will be required to complete the NCA application form, providing a CV 
and a 750 word narrative providing examples of their experience of investigating 
serious and complex crime. Successful candidates should have PIPI or equivalent 
investigative accreditation and recent experience and training in Criminal Procedures 
and Investigation Act 1996. Other desirable criteria would be PIP2 or equivalent 
accreditation, proven experience and accreditation in Suspect Interviewing, handling 
of exhibits and experience of applying for communications data under 
Regulations of Investigatory Powers Act 2000. 

To apply: Please visit the NCA website www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/careers 
for further information and details on the application process. 


Heritage W; 


Will Writers 

Because peace of mind matters 



Estate Planning 
Consultant 

Role: Estate Planning Consultant 
Location: Kent area 

Salary: Basic Salary + Un-capped Commission 
+ Mileage 


Heritage Will Writers are looking for a highly 
motivated individual with strong client focus to 
join our team based in the Kent area as an Estate 
Planning Consultant. The individual should be 
driven by a natural and honest quest to seek the best 
advice for our clients; this will require the applicant 
to develop their knowledge of the industry through 
continuous learning. The right applicant will be 
the face of the company and be based in the Kent 
area. You will be passionate about our company 
values and strive to ensure our clients future is safe 
guarded. 

The successful candidate for the role of Estate 
Planning Consultant will have the following duties 
and responsibilities: 

• Visiting new clients and existing clients in their 
homes, place of work or in the Heritage Offices 
advising them on estate planning solutions. 

• Taking detailed instruction of Wills, Lasting Powers 
of Attorney and Trusts. 

• Build and maintain strong working relationships 
with new and existing clients. 


• Continuous training and development to ensure 
advice is relevant at all times. 

In order to be considered for the role of Estate 
Planning Consultant you will have gained the 
following skills and experience: 

• GCSE English & Math 

• A-Levels (Desirable) 

• University Degree (Desirable) 

• Some commercial experience working in sales 
would be highly desirable 

• The applicant will have a keen eye for detail, 
be a great listener and be passionate about the 
legal industry. Experience within the legal field is 
desirable, however not a necessity. 

• Driving License and access to your own vehicle 
is essential 

• Motivation, client focused and eager to learn are 
the key attributes for this role. 

• Due to the nature of the job you will be looking 
at problems and formulating the best solution for 
the client, for that reason, evidence of problem 
solving and solution planning is advantageous. 

In return you will benefit from working for a 
growing company in a role offering a competitive 
OTE and the opportunity to grow and develop in 
your career. 

To apply for the role of Estate Planning Consultant 
please send an up to date cv to: 
ocann@heritagewills.co.uk 


Vacancies 


Exhibition Stand 
Representative 

Location: Kent area (mobile based role) 
Hourly Rate: £7.50 p/h Plus Commission and 
Mileage 

Position type: Part- time 

(Thursday and Friday - 12 hour p/w contract) 


Heritage Legal and Financial were established in 
2001 and we have become East Anglia and the South 
East's leading dedicated Will writing service, serving 
tens of thousands of clients. As a result of company 
growth we currently have openings for an Exhibition 
Stand Representative to join our team and be based 
in the Norfolk area or around Harlow, Huntingdon, 
or Cambridge locality. You will plan and carry 
out sales activities on assigned areas. You will be 
responsible for informing of and displaying products 
to customers and managing service expectations, 
quality of product and service delivery in a face to 
face environment. 

The successful candidate for the role of Exhibition 
Stand Representative will have the following duties 
and responsibilities: 

• Generate and partially qualify leads whilst 
presenting a positive impression of Heritage 


• Set up and collapse an Exhibition Stand 

• Source and develop client referrals from face to 
face contact 

• Ensure that you are available for all scheduled 
and planned Exhibition Stand events 

• Assist in the development and maintain sales and 
promotional materials across all exhibition stands 

• Attend and assist with all events that require an 
exhibition stand i.e County fairs and local events 

• Develop and make presentations of company 
products and services to current and potential 
clients 

• Maintain customer activity records and transfer 
these onto a bespoke database 

• Ensure customer service satisfaction and good 
client relationships 

• Monitor and report on engagement activities and 
follow up for management. 

In return you will benefit from working for a 
growing company in a role offering part-time 
working hours and the opportunity to develop your 
skills and earn uncapped commission. 

To apply for the role of Exhibition Stand 
Representative please send an up to date cv to: 
atooth@heritagewills.co.uk 
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margate 



Theatre 
Royal 






9-31 December 
Theatre Royal Margate 

Box Office: 01843 292795 

theatreroyalmargate.com 
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Sport 

Beaumont makes 
award shortlist 

The Kent batsman helped England win the World Cup in July 



STAR: Tammy Beaumont has been nominated alongside the likes Johanna 
Konta Pictures: ADY KERRY 


Cricket 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


KENT’S Tammy Beaumont has made 
the six-strong shortlist for the Sunday 
Times Sportswoman of the Year 
award. 

The Dover-born batsman, who 
helped England win the World Cup 
earlier this summer, will be hoping to 
follow in the footsteps of fellow coun¬ 
ty athlete Dame Kelly Holmes, who is 
among the previous winners of the 
coveted gong. 

Laura Kenny, Dame Jessica Ennis- 
Hill, Charlotte Dujardin, Sally Gun¬ 
nell, Denise Lewis, Christine Ohu- 
ruogu, Victoria Pendleton and Zara 
Tindall have all also experienced glo¬ 
ry in recent years. 

The awards, in association with Vi¬ 
tality, and now in their 30th year, 
have led the way in recognising and 
celebrating the outstanding contri¬ 
bution to sport made by elite athletes, 
coaches, administrators, community 
volunteers and inspirational women. 

Beaumont is joined on the shortlist 
this year by cyclist Elinor Barker, 
speed-skater, Elise Christie, tennis 
player Johanna Konta, footballer 
Jodie Taylor and taekwondo star Bi¬ 
anca Walkden. 

On the evening of Thursday, Octo¬ 
ber 26, the awards will take place at 
the Hilton London Bankside hotel, 
with the ceremony broadcast live on 
Sky Sports, from 8pm to 9.30pm. 

Other awards on the night will go 
to the Young Sportswoman of the 
Year, the Disabled Sportswoman of 
the Year and the Vitality Team of the 
Year. 


The Helen Rollason Award for In¬ 
spiration and the Lifetime Achieve¬ 
ment Award will also be announced, 
as will the Community Award which 
will honour an individual who has 
actively engaged different groups of 
people within their community 
through sport. 

Neville Koopowitz, CEO of Vitality, 
said: “As well as recognising the 


achievements of elite sportswomen, 
the awards also draw well-deserved 
attention to those people who work 
tirelessly to support women’s sport in 
their communities. 

“All those nominated help inspire 
women of all ages to actively engage 
in sport and live a healthy life and we 
look forward to recognising their 
achievements later this month.” 


Dover to face Bromley in FA Cup qualifying 


Football 


DOVER Athletic will host Bromley 
in a Kent derby in the FA Cup next 
weekend after the draw for the 
fourth qualifying round was made 
on Monday. 

Some seven teams from the 
county will feature in ties across 
the weekend of October 14-15, with 
the winners earning a place in the 
first round proper, where they will 
be joined by sides from both League 
One and League Two, including 
struggling Gillingham. 

Dover and Bromley’s National 
League rivals, Maidstone United, 
are also at home, having been 
drawn against Enfield Town at the 
Gallagher Stadium, while Margate 
will also have home advantage 
when they play Leatherhead, 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 



HOME: Dover’s Crabble 


following an impressive win over 
neighbours Herne Bay at 
Hartsdown Park on Saturday. 


Elsewhere, high-flying Dartford 
travel to Burgess Hill Town, 
Ebbsfleet United will make the short 
trip over the Dartford Crossing to 
face either Harlow Town or East 
Thurrock United and Folkestone 
Invicta will visit Slough Town. 

Kent sides have endured a 
difficult few years in the FA Cup, 
with not a single county outfit 
making it past the first round of the 
competition last season. 

In the 2015/16 campaign, only 
Welling United progressed into the 
second round, but they were 
comprehensively beaten at home to 
Carlisle United. 

However, Dover earned a 
glamour tie at home to Premier 
League side Crystal Palace in the 
third round in January 2015, where 
they too were beaten by four goals 
to nil. 

North & West 




HOMEGROWN: Bertrand (bottom-right) grew up in Gillingham 

Bertrand makes case 
ahead of World Cup 


FORMER Kent schoolboy Ryan 
Bertrand helped make his case for a 
spot on the plane to Russia next sum¬ 
mer as England this week booked 
their place at the World Cup with a 
victory over Slovenia. 

The Southampton defender 
completed the full 90 minutes in 
Thursday’s 1-0 win at Wembley 
Stadium and with Tottenham’s 
Danny Rose still sidelined with 


injury, the 28-year-old, for now at 
least, appears to be Gareth South¬ 
gate’s first choice at left-back. 

Bertrand came through the ranks 
at Gillingham and attended The 
Robert Napier School in the town 
before moving to Chelsea as a 
teenager. 

Gills development manager Bryan 
Bull told us last year Bertrand was a 
player who “had it all”. 


FI star Button to visit county 


FORMULA 1 superstar Jenson 
Button will meet fans and sign copies 
of his new book at Bluewater later 
this month. 

The British racer, who won the 
world title in 2009, will be signing 
copies of his autobiography - Life to 
the Limit - on October 21 at 1pm. 

Having raced in more than 300 
grand prix, Button is currently on a 


sabbatical from the sport that turned 
him into such a well known figure. 
He has the option to return next 
season. 

Outside of racing in March 2010 
he set up the Jenson Button Trust for 
his charity activities which includes 
the Jenson Button Triathlon, raising 
money for Help For Heroes, Cancer 
Research and now Barnardo’s. 


Stevens and Tredwell 
commit their futures 


KENT stalwarts Darren Stevens and James 
Tredwell have put pen to paper on contract 
extensions with the club. 

All-rounder Stevens, 41, who celebrated 
his Benefit Year in 2016, is Kent’s all-time 
T20 top run-scorer and is closing in on 
15,000 first class runs after passing 400 
first class wickets in a prolific 2017 season 
- his best ever year with the ball, taking 63 
first class wickets. 

Spinner Tredwell, 35, was awarded a 
Testimonial Year in 2017, made his Kent 
debut in 2000 and will return for a 19th 
season in the new year. 

Stevens said: “I’m still really enjoying 
my cricket and love playing for Kent. It’ll 
be time to retire when I’m not getting runs 
and wickets. 

“I’m still up for the challenge and I love 
competing with the youngsters. As long 
I’ve still got that fight, I’ll play as long as I 
can.” 

Tredwell added: “Having come through 
the system at Kent, it’s great to be part of 
the club trying to achieve our ambitions 
going forward.” 


LOYAL : New deals signed 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

k^TjOlI Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x; Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Open Evenings 

Wilmington Academy 
11 October 2017,5-8pm 

Mascalls Academy 
11 October 2017,6-8pm 
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Stationers'Crown Woods Academy 
17 October 2017,5.30-7.30pm 
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LAT16 is part of Leigh Academies Trust 
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